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IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF LORDS.—FRIDAY, Fxs. 8.
The Lorp CHANCELLOR took his seat upon the woolsack
at five o'clock.
THE FERMOY PEERAGE.

idi Id be in the recollection
The Berl o DERBY eoid lze‘:iz:: had arisen last session

of their lordebips thit & quoi a patent which had bcen

i ard to th2 validity h b ‘
:rl:gtergato a gentleman name Roche, ccnstitwicg bim
Baron Fermoy. He ('he noble ear)) had taken an objec-

i d that thcrs bad not then
tion to that pstent on the groun

become exxinpct the three Irish peerages neceseary te enable
hor M jesty to create & Bew one, ‘The question invclved
goneiderations of great Jege] and

d it had in fect S
::fe;m( to & comnmittee of privileges. It had, however,

suggestcd that upon Baron Fermoy presenting his
bﬁfﬁ:ong{‘n the ordinary way, praying that he might be
all.wed ta substantiate bis right to vote for a representative
peer, the question would more properly arise. He (the
poble earl) hed waited, theref.re, tor t1e commencement ot
the present session, and he had been given to undezstand
by the noble ea:l the President of the Council, that in the
course of u few days Lord Fermoy’s petition would be pre-
sented. Fortunately the case was now deprived of ell per-
gonal interest as far as the nobls lord wie concerned.
Lord Fermoy could not now be affected in the
slightest degree by the vesult of the inquiry; for
since last session aroth:r Irish peerage kal bec.me ex-
tinct, and coassquently the only differcace the inquiry
would make tothe notls Jord would he whether his peer-
age was to date from 1855 or 1856, He (the noble earl)
wiched to ask hisncble friend whether therc was any reu-
fon to believe that the petition would ia a shert time te
presonted ?  If not, be would give notice of a motion to the
effect that the subject should be referred to a committee
of privileges.

Earl GRANVILLE—About a week before the rc-as-
sewblicg of parliment, 1 received a letter fram Lord
Fermoy, expresiug sn esracst desive that thiz question
should be deciced ; snd xeking if I concurr:d with him in
that wish. I replied in the affraative, and requested Lord
Fermoy t) inttruct his legal adv.eec to call upon me in
London, The petition has baen settled and sigoed, but, un-
fortunately, it has been wmislaid ; but I will write 10 Lord
Firmoy, and request him to have avother drawn up and
pigned.

g'I‘he Earl of DONOUGHMORE gave notice of a motion
to bring before te committee of privileges certain griey-
ences of Irish peets in vting for their representatives in
their Lordships® house.

THE NEW MINISTRY OF EDUCATION.

Earl GRANVILLE Legged to lay upon ths able, snd
$0 ask their lordships to read a fiest tiwe, & Dbill for the ap,
pointment of a Vice President of the Cemmittee of Council
on Education. Tha bill contains a provision that this vice-
president should have 2 seat in the House of Commons;
and on the eecond reading he (the noble earl) would explain
to their lordships the alterations which it was intended to
make by means of an order in council, t:ensferring to the
new minister certain duties now performed by other depirt-

mente.
The bill was read a first time accordingly.
THE KARS PAPERS.

The Earl of ELLENBOROUGH remarked that the
noble carl the Socretary of State for Foreign Affuirs would
shortly leave this country for Paris; and as it would be very
desirablo that the debate upon the papers relating to Kars’
should take place before the noble earl (Lord Clarendrn)
quitted London, ke wished to ask when those papers v ould
be presented to their lordships,

Earl GRANVILLE was not able to say, in the atsence
of h's noble friead the Fereign Secretary, whom he ex-
pected to arrive in the course of a few minutes,

THE DEBATE OF LAST NIGHT.

Eurl GREY~—Seeing the noble and learped lorlin his
pace, I beg to ssk him if he can give your lordships any
infcrmation as to when the committee of privileges will sity
and 88 to what course is to be taken ?

Th: LORD CHIEF JUSTICE—In the ats:nce of my
noble aud learaed friccd (Lerd Lynchurst) it is impessible
to give the noble earl any very sat'sfactory apswer; but 1
may take th's opportun’ty t» eapress a hope that the course
to be afopt=d by her Majesty’s governmert will render it
unneces ary to refer the subject of Lord Wensleyda'e’s peex-
age toacommittee of privileges at all. (Loud cheers,) I
do not presume v offer any advice to her Majesty’s minis-
ters, who will no doubt receive it from quarters far more en-
t't'ed t7 atteation; but as a member of this house I do most
earnestiy hopz that they will take a stcp, which, I bel'eve,
would be ot infinite benefit to the country, and will recom-
mend her Majesty to cenfer upon Sir James Parke, latc a
Baren of the Exchequer, the title of Lord Wensleydale in
fee, with descent to the heirs male of his body. (Cheers.)
That would put an esd to this agitation ; for I am sure that
your lordships would one snd all receive Lord Wensleydale
into this houie witn the greatest plessure. (tear)) If that
course was ad¢pred, the question would etill be left c¢pzn;
and if at any future time uny pressing necessity should arise
for n.aking a peer for life, it might still be dome, as the
question would r.ot then be prejudiced by anything that has
occurred. I, for one, should certainly much rejoice if this
course was adcp-ed, for I am sati:fied that it is the courie
that would mast conduce to the welfare of the country.

The Eusl of DERBY—My lords, I with atill less, and I
have still less ground fex offcrieg advice to hir Majesty’s
ministets, than the noble and learned lord who ras just ad-
dressed you; but Icanact help thinking that the sugges-
tion of the nable lord is one tnat well deserves the con-
sidsvation of the government, By adopting that course,
they will raise no unnecessary questions upoa a pint of
extreme difficulty, as between the prerogative of the Crown
and the House of Lords. Erven it there was a doubt as 1o
the strict legality of th» patent granted to Lord Wensley-
dale, I think, ufter what prssed last vizht, dnd after what
fell from all the independent law lords—aiter what fell
from the Lord Chief Justice (nh, so far as he takes part
in politic il questions, is attach-d to the presant government),
aud from the noble and learsed lord rear me (Lnrd
Brougham), there can be no doubtthat the granting of that
patent was in the highest degree unconstitutional. (Hear,
hear.) When we see thatso many noble lords, who on
mo:t occasions vote with the government, Just night recorded
their voles ageinst it, I cannot but think that her Ma-
jesty’s ministers will best consult, not only the public intc-
rests, but aleo, ns connected with them, the rights and pre-
rogatives of the Crown, if they do not unnecessarily raise
tha question of the strict legality of these peerages.
Let them not cancel the present patent, but let
them issue & new one in the usual form. That
second patent may be produced by Lord Wensleydale
at your lordships’ bar with the writ of summons;
and I am quite sure that we stall all gladly receive amongst
us the learned gentleman into the question of whose rights
1 and t'.c noble lords with me Fave been most nawillingly
drawn., The universal feeling, I am sure, will then be one
of pleasure aad satisfastion that we should have addeda
pame ¢o honoured and distinguisked t> our solls. (Hear,
bear.) My lords, I did rot int:nd to ay a single word en
this ozcarion. I have n't seen my notle and learned friend
since ke 1 fi the house last night, and 1 bave no idea what
is the course which he iatends t> pursue; but I join with
the Lord CLief Justice in hoping that it will not be found
necesrary to have this question considered by the tribunal to
which the house last night considered it right that it ought
t) be reterred.

Lord BROUGHAM expected tka* Lord Lyndhurst would
have been in the Louse at five o'clack, but he murt bave
been detained else where.

Ea-l GRANVILLE moved that the house do now ad-
journ, and

Their lozdshifs rose at half-pact five.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.—FRIDAY, FEB, 8.
The SPEAKER tock the chair at a little before four

o'¢lock.
NEW MEMBERS.

Lord RAYNHAM and Mr. WARREN, the newly elected
members for Tamwcr:h and Midhurst, took the oaths and
their seats.

PRIVATE BUSINESS.

Amongst the new bills introduced was that promoted by
the Crystal Palace Company. It was crdered to be read
a first time.

My. BROTHERTON reportad, from the committes on
standing crders, that in the case of the London and Diocesan
Chur:h Building Society Bill, the standing crders had not
been complied with,

PETITIONS PRESENTED.

OreNING OF Pumrnic INSTITUTIONS ON SUNDAYS.—By
Mr. Dv Pie, from a place in Bucks; Mr. Muxpy, from
a place in Derby; Mr. A, SMiTH, from parith of Tewin,
Hertford ; Mr. A. PELLATT, from congrega ion of York-
street Chapel, Walwerth; Mr. SPOONER, from inhabitants,
&c , of Colehill, Warwick ; all against.

SALE OF INTOXICATING L1QUORS ON SuNDAY.—By Mr.
L. HEYWORTH, fron elders and presbyt:ry of 20 churcbes
in Laccashire; Mr. HorsraLy, from the coslwhippers and
others employed on the Thames ; all against.

Tug BiLLeTING SYsTEM.—By Mr, V. Snity, from inn-
keep rs of Northamp on ; against.

SURRENDER OF Kans.—By Sir J. WALMSLEY, from
Leicester, for sp=ci:l inquiry into the causes which led to
the surrecder or Kars.

SALARIES OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOLMASTERS IN ScOT-
;.A:\‘D.—By Mr. MACKIE, from the synod of Galloway, fer
;nc:lm e of salaries for ttc parockial scheolmasters of Scot-

and-

CuvrcH Rates.—By Mr. Deepss, from Herne Bay
against the abolition of church rates without the anbstitu:
ti%n of an equivalent to provide for the maintenance of the
fabric.

RETURNS ORDERED.

CouxTy CourTts.—On the motion of Mr. FitzROY, 8
number of retarns from every courty ¢>wt in the kiagdom,
stit'ng the number ot p aints, ciuses tried, sppaals, &c.;
also e turns as t the fees curing the yesr 1855,

JupiciaL EsTABLISHMENTS, &C. (IND1A) —On the mo-
tion of Mr. SBYMOUR, addrnss for ¢ pits of sny reports
male taher Majesty by the commissioners apprinted ito
consider the reform of the judicial establithments, judicial
procedure, and laws of India. Copy of apy despstch ad-
dretsad by the Court of Directars of the East India Com_
pany t3 the Governor-General of India in conrcil, respect.

contt tutional imprtance; '
been thought necessary that it skould be i

ing the y(pOrts made by the cammissioners sppointed by her
Majesty, tr cors der the reform of the judicial establish-
ments, jadicial procedure, and laws of India. .

WINE AND SPIRITS.—On th: motios of Mr. MASTER-
MAN, sccount of the number of galloas of foreign
wne impo ted; o! the quact ties upon which duty has been
j aid for home consuwpt'on, and thz quartitirs ex; orted ;
w'so the quact't'»s expo t:d on drawback, and the quant ties
retained for uctual cocsampt on in the Upited Kingdom,
fir the year ended the 31.t day of Decewber, 1855 ; dis-
tiogurshing the differe- t countries from whence imgo ted,
and wh ther red or white ; tigeth'r w th the quantt.s of
each tort remainiog in Yoad on the 3lst day o: Decomber,
1835, distioguishing Loacon fiom the courtry. And, of
the pumber of proof gallons ot rum, dirtinguishing

wholly onknown ; no ascurste sarvey had been made of it,
and £o accurate charts w. re in the pestession of the cfficers
there, He would state what the nature of the place was.
(Here the right hes, gentleman gavea deseript’on, which
would be wnintelligible without a map.) The only survey
existing at that time was that made by Admiral Ls Perouse,
axd from that it appeared not at all improbable that there
was no passage through the strait but for & boat. Captain
Elliot, baving been sent there for the purpose of cruisiog
in the upper water, went towards the upper end of the
gulf. On reaching De Castries Bay, on the 20th ot: May,
be sent the Hornet in to recomnmoitre, Later in_the
day Captain Elliot himself went on board the Hor-
pet, end completed the veconuaissance. They disco-
vered a lsrge flect, which tarned out to be the Aurors,

West Indis, East India, and foseign; a'so, of braady,
Geneva, and cther foreign, tolonisl, or Jersey spirits im-
yo ted ; of the quartities upon wh ¢h duty has been puid
for home cocsumpt'on, the quavt ties exrorted, and th:
quart ties shipped as s°vres and vs d ty the navy, for the
year ended the 3lst December, 1855 together wth the
qusntities of each r0rt rcmaining in bond 03 tha 31-t day
of December, 1855, airtinguish'og Loadon from the oartry
(in continuation of parliamertuy paper, No. 305, of
session, 1855)

LECCLESIASTICAL COURTS JURISDICTION, |

Mr. COLLIER brought in his bill on this subjzct, which
was read g first time. .

GENERAL COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS.

The members aproistsd hy tne Speaker to serve 03 this
committee, were sworn st the tible.

NOTICES OF MOTION. .

Colonel DuNNE, when the ordnance and army estimates
are brought before ttc ! ouse, to call attenticn to the weins
of supplying the army with clotbing, arms, and other things;
also the changes recently made in the War Department.

JUDICIAL OFFICES IN JRELAND.—Sir J. V. SHELLEY
to move for a return on this subject.

LOCAL DUES ON SHIPPING BILL. |

Mr. HORSFALL asked when this bill would bein the
bands of members?

Mr. LOWE—Not till Wednesday next, .

Mr. HORSFALL boped, in that case, that the right hon.
gentleman would not press the scc wwd reading on the day
for which it was pow fixed. It wasquite _lmpussable that it
could be properly cinsidered ingo ghort a time.—[Noanswer

rives. . .
8 Mr.]HORSFALL——Dau the right hon, gentleman mean
to persist in taking the tecond reading on the 45th ? .

Mr. LOWE—I{ t} e hon, gentleman will give notise of his
question I will answer it.

BOROUGH AND COUNTY POLICE BILL.

Sir G. GREY said that as the navy estimates would be
brought b: fire the house 6n Morday, it would be impossibl=
for him to move the second reading ¢f this bill cn that dey.
He would therefore postpone it till Wednesday, which was
quite an opam day now, if not irconvenient to the Loute.

POOR LAWS IN THE HIGHLANDS.,

Mr. E. ELLICE acked whather it was_the intention of
government to introducs any. measure during the present
wrssion £)r the better supetintendence (f the administration
of the poor law in the Highlaad ¢ unties 2 .

Sir G. GREY said that the subjcct was still under the
consideration of the government. The Lord Advocate
would state what their deternmiinstion was when it Wwas

arrived at,
ARCTIC MEDALS. .

Admiral WALCOTT asked whethier (and wher) it was
the inter.tion of goverament to grant a medal to those en-
gaged in the several Arct'c expedit'ons, conformnably with
the recommendation of the committee of 1.5t s ssion?

Sir C. WOOD auid—Her Majesty had signified her inten-
tion to confer medals upon ths ofiic riand mea who had
heen engsged in this service, and meusures had been tiken
for the medals to be prepared without any undue delay.
But there was a good deal of pressure on that department
at present, and it would be some:time before they could be
got ready.

THE CRIMEAN REPORT.

Lord W. GRAHAM asked whether the officers animad-
verted on in the Crimean report had sent in any further ex-
planations on the subject te the goverament or the authori-
ties at the Horse Guards; and if not, whether the govern-

ment intended to call for any ?
Mr. PEEL—I might call on the noble lord t) state
who are the officers to whom he refers in his question, and
whom he considers animadverted upon in the repozt. Some
of them are in the Crimea, and bave not yet had an oppor-
tunity of sceing the report, still less of volunteering avy
statement in their own vindication, it they desired to doso.
Others again are no longer in the employment of the go-
vernmest, and have been relieved from the offices which
they held et the time to which this reportzefers. But 1
know that the officer principally referred to by the noble
lord is the Quartermaster-General at the Horse Guards ;and
it has not been nrcessary to call upon him for any explana-
tion of his conduct, for no sooner had he secn the report
than he felt that it did reflect upon his administration
under Lord Raglan, and he has announced his intention of
mekirg a statement on his own behaif to the proper autho-
rivies. I also understand that Lord Lucan has made a
statement remonstrating againet the manner in which he is
dealt with in that reporf.
Lord W. GRAHAM.—~Will thoso statements be laid on
the table of the house?
Mr. PEEL~They are not made yet.

THE SQUADRON IN THE PACIFIC.
Mr. H. BAILLIE wished to ask a question in reference
to the conduct of Admiral Stirlicg and Capt. Ellivt in the
China Seas. A statement had appeared in the public pe-
pers purporting to be a report of proceedings of her Ma-
jesty’s fleet in the Chine Seas; and though the government
might think proper—
The SPEAKER—The hon. gentleman is out of cxder in
making any statement. He must confine himself to the
question he wishes to ask.
Mr. BAILLIE said it was necessary, in order that
his question might be understood, that he should enfer
in'0:ome detail. He would therefore move the adjournment
of the house. (' No, no.””) He meant that the house, at
its rising, should adjourn until Monday. Although the go-
vernment might think proper to disregard the statement
which had appeared in these papers, they were not justified
in allowing false rtatements and misrepresentations to pass
current f.r a length of time without contradiction, when
it oie st.tements reflscted upon the honour and character of
the British navy. The statement ho was about to refer to
was this: that Admiral Stithog, in command of the British
flect in the China Sear, had received instructions to pursue,
capturc, or destroy a Russian squadron which was known to
be in those waters, and that under these circumetances he
had thought it consistent with bis duty to occupy himself
with  so-ealled commercial treaty, in a distant quarter, and
to devolve the command of the squadron upon a junior off-
cer, who was instructed to search for the Russian squadron.
Captain Elliot, the officer in question, fouad the Russian
squadron at anchor in De Castries Bay ; and two statoments
had been publi hed with respectte that squadron. One
statement, differing very little from the other, had been
made by the Rusiian government, and was published iu the
Gazette of St. Petersburg. That statement said that the
Russiar tquadron consisted of one frigate, one corvette, and
three transports, encumbered and loaded with the fugitives,
men, women, and children, from the Russian settlement of
Petropaulov:ki. The other statement had been made by a
gentlemsn who had lately published & book, an officer of
engineers, a fricnd of Captain Etliot’s, and who was on
board ship with bim. e ssid that there was a frigate and
a large corvette, mounting 18 or 20 guns, and that the other
two corvettes, or perhaps armed transports, mounted 10 or
12 long guns each. Heeaid that from each masthead of
the Russian vessels their white ensigns waved; that from
the masthead of our vessels the number of guns seen in each
vessel was reported, ond it was conjectured that the frigate
was the Aurora, of 44 gune. He remerked on the unac-
countable and blameable state of ignorance which all the
officers scemed to be in s to the number, size, and strength
of the vessels which they saw, and expressed surprise that
this limentable igmorance should exist thirteen months
after the commencement of the war. It sppeared from this
statement that Captain Elliet had not ascertained what the
strength of the Russian squadren really was; he did not
know whether these vessels were corvettes or armed trams-
ports. The strength of the English squadron was this: it
consisted of a firat-claes frigate, the Sybille, of 40 guns, the
Hornet, 17 guns, snd the Bittern, 12 guns. It was under
thete circumstances that Captain Elliot declined to
engage the Russiane. Ha determined to send one of the
ships to rearch for the admiral, who was tten 1,500 miles
off; and it did not appear tkat he even thought it necessary
to blockade the Russian ports. After losirg a week in thig
way, he thought ke would go and see what the Russians
vessels were ; and he was surprised to find that the Russians
he.d not theughkt it necessary to wait for the convenience of
himself or the admiral, but, sstoon asthey saw the coast
clear, they had set sail for the mouth of the Amoor, where
they arrived in saf-ty. That was the statement which bad
been in circulatioa for some time, and be believed noattempt
had been made to cortradict it. He thould be very happy
if the First Lord of the Admiraity could give a sa-
tisfactory contradiction to it. In the meastime, the
questions he wished to ask were—~whether the Admiralty
bad received any communication from the officers
in command of this squadron, and whether they
would lay them om the table of the house? secondly,
whether the governmert were satisfied with the conduct cf
the officers, or whether it was their intention to submit that
conduct t) theljudgment of a court-martial ! He moved that
the house at its rising should acjourn till Monday next.
Sir C. WOOD said he certsinly had not seen the state-
ment to which the ton. gentlewan referred, and he could
not quite adrpt the principle laid dows, thatit was the duty
of the government to give a serious contradiction to these
representations, which differed from the correct epe. Pre-
bably, the best course would be to state that which he knew
to ba tke fact with referercs to these transactions. There
could be no doubt that tbe admiral had the usual order to
take, ¢ pture, and destroy all the Russian vessels with which
he might fsll in. It was not true that the admiral had de-
volved the command ¢f the squadron on s junior officer ; but
he did intrust a junior offc:r with tome ships for the
purp ss of enceavouriog to imterc pt the escape
of certain Russian ships which were suppised 1o
be s:eking to effict their esc>ps from Petropeu-
lovski, He was also directed to capture any Rue-
sians who might bappen to be there. Of course there was
not the siightest reason to suppose that the vessels wou'd be
at that particular spot. The coast and navigation Were

of 40 guns, a crrvette of 24 guns, the Dwins, of 20 guas, and
the transports ; and beyond them were some still larger
| vessels, bearing the rear-admiral’s flag; they could not
' make out whether one was another corvette or a large tracs-
‘ port, There was also a seamer, and a barge or schoouer..
! Shots were exchanged with one of the corvettes, which fell
| short on both sider. The first question asked was, whether
- the Admiralty was of opinion that Captain Elliot did
' wr'ng in not stiempting to euter the harbour; and the
i opinion they had formed was, that he was pert‘ect)y;uatxﬁed
! ja not attempting t> eoter it under those circumstances. He
i had two ssiling vessels, and it was & perfectly unknown
. harbour. He bad only one steamer, and it turned ovt that
i if he had attempted the eatrance, his abject would not have
! been gained, and it was almost certain that the ships
would have been lost in the attempt. They thonght
taat Captain Elliot was right in not attacking the
Russian forces in De Castries Bay., It would have been a
rash a‘temyt, and, as it turned out, in all probability would
not have been successful. The next question wasai to the
blockade of the ports. What Captain Elliot did was to lay
off the port the whole of the next day, intanding to wait till
the Rus-ians came out; but they remained very quietly
within the port, guarding every possible entrance to it,
Cautdn Elliot hsd tsken the be-t measures to ensure his
ohj-ct, namely, to prevent the escape of the Russian ve:sels.
His accaunt why he adopt -d that course was 1hie:

1t appeared to me highly probabl: that the Russian squadron wou'd
immediately attempt to escape to the southward, out of the Guit of
Tartary. My object will now be to prevent their deing ro, and I
ehall take up such positions with the Eybille and the Hoernet as to
watch their movements should that be their intention, My opinion
is that if they meve they will do s2at once, and try to make their
escape through the Strails of Perouse. This strait beipg only 25
mi'es across, their squadron is leas likely to escupeme there thau it

would be by my eruising in the northern part of the Gulf of Ter.
tary, where there is a preater breadth to guard; the alternate strong
winda and thick fogs of these seas being much against successfully
blockading or watching a port. The Gulf of Tartary is also comewbat
contracted between Cape Lamanon and the Xale de la Price, I there-
fore propose guarding that channel for a day or two, chould the wea-
ther remain favourable for my doing &c, and then to cruise between
Cape Romanzoff in lat. 45.25 N., Jon. 141.34 E., and the opposite shore
of Cape Crillon.

That official report was confirmed by several private
letters which Captain Elliot had written. What he really
wanted was steamers for the entrance of t! ¢ harbour; and
he took the wisest meacure, thatof sendinga small vessel
down to the admiral, to obtain a supply of steamers for that
purpese. [t was thought desirable that the enemy should
not know in what direction he had gose; therefore he
sailed at night. He went down with the Bittern, in
order to reach the narrow part of the gulf. He wasby no
means ¢>rta‘n of there being any pissage whatever to the
porth. In = private lett:r he stated this a little more
clearly. Hesaid:

With my two ships I could only attempt to stop them going in what
1 thought the most likely direction for them to take, as it is impossi-
ble to keep sight of & pluce in the thick fogs of these seas, and with a
constant eouth wind a few hours’ fog would be quite sufficient for
them to run out of sight,

These wereCspt Elliot’sveasons for the course he pursued.
It wes right t1 ray that, judgirg here, the Admiralty were
inclined to think that he ought at least to have made the
attempt at the mouth of De Castries Bay, and that
sufficient reason had mnot been given for omitting it.
Captsin Elliot was a young® and enterprising officer,
a3 was showan by his services in thie Mediterranean. Hedid
not mean to say that there was not an error of judgment on
his part in adopting the course he did, but he was coavinced
it was adopted from an honest aud conscientious belief that
it was the one most calculated to ensure the capture of the
enemy’s vessels. If they escoped to the south, they might
have inflicted sexious injury on the trade of this country in
those parts, whereas, in Coptain Elliot’s cpinion, there wes
a great possibility that they could not escspe to the north at
all, and that, even if they did, they could be pursued and
captured when the reinforcesents came up.

Mr. ELLIOT thought that the friends of Captain Elliot
had rome reason to complain of the mode in which this
question had been brought before the house by the hon.
gentleman op; o.ite. (Hear) The hoa. gent'eman made
two distinct accusations against Captain Elliot: firet, that
he committed an error; aad secondly, that when he might

have gone to the north, he selected the south side, leaving
it to be inferred that, by so doing, he wished to avoid

the ememy. The latt was a charge which he hoped
could nrot spply to any British officer. (Hear, hear.) What
was Captain Elliot’s position ? e went to an unsurveyed
coast, where he had exceedirgly bad weather with a lee
¢hore. He found the eremy’s vessels in a position cf ¢iffi-
cult access, and #fter consulting with ethers as 1o the pru-
deuce of making an attack upon them in such a position,
he came to the conclusion that he ought not to do so. He
was not then aware that there was an open passage to the
Amoor. He had no means of forming an opinion thit ary
such passage was in existence, and he came to the conciusion
that if the vessels came out they could only escape by the
south. After having sent information te the admiral, it was
said that he should have remained opposite the port. The
reason that he did not so remain was that it was impoesible,
which wes in itself a conclusive reasop. Captein Elliot was
obliged to obey the fogs and the winds, Ifhehad watched
opposite the port, he would have been Dlown to
the mnorth by the winds, which in these parts
blew from the south, and the enemy’s vessels might
take that o;portunity of escaping to therouth, which, in
Cop*ain Elliot’s opinior, was the only means of escape. He
therefore took up his position tathe routh, ard when he
afterwnrds returned to the bay in which he left the
enemy’s vessels he found they were gone to the north. His
plan, therefore,+o far answared, for he camo to the coaclu-
sion that they were to be followed to the rorth. He then
want to the Bay of Tartary, aud when he got there he found
himself on a le2 shore, with fogs so thick that be could rot
effect an efficicot survey, and was urable to discover the
enemy’s vessels. After remaining for come time the admiral
determined to return. Captain Elliot, under the circum-
atances, could not do better than he did. Hecould not go
in to fight the enemy where they lay, he could not antici-
pate them where they lay, he therefore tried to anticij ate
them where he could. 1f he had been aware of the pas:age
the Amoor he would have goae to the north, but not
being aware of that he could do no more thaa he did.
Thst was the whole history of the matter. If any motion
were made or any inquiry inctituted, he was sure Capta‘n
Elliot’s character wopld come-out, as it had always doae,
as that of a gallant officer. (Hear, hear.)
BUNHILL FIELDS BURIAL-GROUND.

Mr. MIALL wished to ask the Under-Secretary for the
Home Depsitment whether his attention had been called
to the fact that arrapgements were being made, and notices
geeved, for the removal of the remains ot pertons buried in
the late Bunhill fields Burying ground, Church-street, Is-
lington, and for using the ground for building purposes, and
whether such p:oceedings were in accordance with law ?

Mr. MASSEY said that about two yearssgo an individual
made an attempt such as wes alluded to in the question of
the hon. gentleman, but upon his beirg told on the part of
the gavernment that he would subject himszlf to a prosc-
cuticn, desis'ed. He under:tood thatabout two days ago the
same individual served notices. He could only say that if
the facts turned out t) be correct, the law would be put in
motion agaiost him. (Hear, hear.)

ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION.

Lord R. CECIL wished to ask whether her Majesty’s
governmeot proposed to actupon the intentions intimated on
the 18th July last year, by the Home Secretary, of insti-
tuting an inquiry into the workisg of the Ecclesiastical
Commission and the Church Estates Ccmmission ?

Sir G. GREY said it was intended that the inquiry should
be conduct:d by a committee of the houte, which would
alge inquire into other matters of a like natur:. He should
in a few days give notice of the inquiry.

DOCKYARD PATRONAGE.

In reply to Lord HoTHAN,
Sir C. WOOD said thet he bad no ebjection t> lay on the
table a copy of the order by which the patronage of all ap-
pointments was given to the admirals’ and captains’ super-
intendents in their respective deckyards.

OUR RELATIONS WITH AMERICA.
Mr. COBDEN said he had some time ago taken the
opportunity of asking tte neble lord at the head of the
government if be had sny objection to lsy on the table of |
the house the correspordence with respect to our relations
with America, and the auswer he received was that the cor-
respordence eould xot be Jaid on the table, as it was incom-
plet-. He begged it to be distinctly understood that there
were two subjects of dispute at the presest moment, involve
ing grave coneiderations, between this country and the
Unit=d States of America. One of these questions was with
regard to the Centrsl American Convention of 1850. In
the year 1850 the English ana American governments en-
tered into a convention, certainly most benignin its object
and novel in its character, for the purpase of guaranteeing a
ship canal to unite the two oceans at the Isthmus of Darien.
The convention tegan by expressing a hope and desire that
the convention might bave the effect, amonget other things,
of promoting peace and amity smongst the contracting
parties, and coneord and civilisation throughout the whole
world. The guarantee was also elsstic in its operation, fur
the contracting parties contemplated the case ef the other
powers of the earth joining them in the gusrantce. It was
provided by the convention that ships passing the canal, or
within a certain distance of its entrauce, should not be sub-
tet to capturs or molestation. The object contemplated by
that convention, therefore, was deterving of universal ap-
probation and sdmiration, But, owing to an unfortunate
propensity of diplematists to involve their s:nteaces in
pbraseology unictelligible not only to others but to them.
selves, this convention was the cause of a serious qua-rel be-
tween this country and the United States. His Lon
friend the member for Dumiries (Mr. Ewart) ;ropgged
that there should be an exemination of all persons entering
into the diplomatic service of the couatry. He would sug-
gest to his koa. friend that one of the qualificatiozs to be
required of such perscns should be that of being able to
write plain and intelligible English. (‘' Hear, tear,” and
laughter.) Ia the rasent case this result was the more in.

i the

comprehensible, as the diplomatists of both the contracting
pirties wrote and spoke the same language. If one of the
parties spoke German or French there might be some excuse
for nct understanding each other. From 1850 down to
October last, this convention had been the subject of corre-
spendence between the two governments, It was then 1aid
before the Senate of the United States, on the mot'on of
Mr. Clayton, the negotiator of the convention on their be-
half, which was & conclusive proof that the government of
the United States considered the correspondence closed.
Mr. Buchsnan slso stated to Lord Clsrerdon
that he conmsidered the correspondence concluded,
and Lord Clarendon in bis reply admitted that it was,
When therefore the noble lord stated in reply to him (Mr.
Cobden) that he could not produce the correspondence
because it was not complete, he must have made that state-
ment in uncosscious error, The correspondence was in fact
iz his hand at that mnoment, having been publiched in this
country in the shape of a pamphlet, price 1s. Andalthough
it was discussed by the press aud people of this country,

able to quots it or found any motion upoa it inthat hou-e,
because for that purpose it was necessary to have the docu-
ments officially from their own governwest. Surely the
House ¢f Commons ought mot to be the only body remsin-
ing unscquainted with these documents. He hoped there-
fore that there would be no further oljection to furoish
them tothe house, or, if there was, toat it wounld be
on some other ground than that given the other
pight. He slso hoped that the noble lord in
h's reply would keep his answer t) this question dist'oct
from the next, wh'ch relat:d to the enlistment of troops in
t5e United States for this couctry, It sppeared that they
sent missionaries to th= Unit:d States for th's puipose; and
in the first p'.c: he should like t) krow who were the w'ss
men in council who seat t) the United Stat-s for the pur-
pose of getting men th-re to fight toe battiis of th s ¢ wut-y
with Russia. The stream of human libour had been flow-
ing fer yeats at therate ¢(f hundreds of thousinds per year
from esst to west, because it offered svperior opportunities of
bettering their fortunes, and it seemed to him just as feasible
to roll back the sees i1 s, or reverse the course of rivers, as t»
send ta the Unitad St-tes, where 4s, was the ordinary wages
of 1abour, for men tofight the bat:les of tais cow try for 1s

a day in §'me remot: sod obicure bord-roftie Bleck Bea.
This was 80 absurd and ‘o:lish a project t=at he should hke
t1 know who wus responsible for iti sugge:t 01, There
was no correspondence published oa this subjat eit:er in
this country ot in the Un ted St.tes. Butcommoa rumour,
and Lo:d Clarendon, in aro:her place, said thst en remoz-
strance being made oa this subje:t by the Unitad £t t,
we admitted our error, count:rmanded our orders, end
withdrew our recruiting st>ff fiom the Usitad States,

and even from Capnada, He undentoid that our
amende was most honoursble snd ample, and wss
considered sstisfactory by the TUnit:d Etites. But,

aftor it was ‘made, other trarsictors, he was informed,
had o:curred which had recp2ned the wcole quest'oa, and
induced *he Uoit-d Stat s to retract h:x acceplance of the
first apo'ogy. Ubpon thissubjecthz osly wished 'o say, ttat
the goversment having oace adm.tted its error, it secmed to
him of little consequence whethsr they made conecs«io1 or
reperation in one form or avother. Wh:n you trod on
another's corn, it did not msks such difference whether
you said “1 beg your pardos,” or “I beg ten thou-
sand pardons.” It was not of such importence that
any sensible man would go to fi-ticuffs on it. As the
government were wrong by their own admits’oq, and as the
House of Commons stood respoasible ia the name of the
country for the acts of the government, he t-ought it would
be well to have the real facts and state of the quest on laid
before them. The dirpute waslikely to have assumed much
of & personal charact:r, to have been embittered and en-
venowed in the course of the cirrespondencs. Thet being
50, if the quest'on was taken oa of tie hands of the
Foreign-office and brought nnder the discussion of the
house and the country, he believed it would be found that it
was the wish of the house aund the country that tais dispute
should not be allowed to go on. Thera was some talk of ar-
bitration with respect t» the first question, and, in
regard to this question aleo, why shouid not the same
course be taken ? Asin the case of a private quarrel, where
the secondas arranged the terms of the apology, why not
nations slso refer their disputes t2 the arbitration of other
states? The party who ¢ mmitted the wrong should nct be
the party to mete out the measure of atonement. He un-
derstood there was some apprehension that the next mail
would bring an account that Mr. Cramp’oa had rcc:ived
his passport, and was on his way home. He believed that
by discussion in that hous: and in the country
some mearns would be found of escaping from
the difficalty and adjust'ng the quarel. On the
other band, nothing conld be gained by wrapping it
up and keeping it shrouded in the secraty of the f'oreign-
office. In themoral, es well asin the physical world, there
was danger where there was darkness. The danger in
yesp:ct to th's enlistment question was imminent ; and,
therefore, he wanted to know from the noble lord whether
he would lay the pap:rs respeciing it before the houte. Tt
was only last night that the noble lord refused to lsy certain
correspondence, in regard to Prussia, before the nouse,
because everything had been brought to a close.
If the noble lord ciuld refuse corresponder c3 beciuse it was
not cymplete, and also corresrponderca which had brought
everyihing to o close, be wasinvested with practical irrespons:-
bility, and neither the house nor the country had any hold
on the executive government, This question would be
much saferin the hands of the house than in the hands of
eith r the government or 1he press of the country. Ifthere
was & war wi h the United States, it would be provoked by
secret diplomacy or by the press, not by the people of this
country, wh) would ot winingly enter into a war with the
United States, (Hear, hear.) The Témes told the people
of this country thit they were ready to go to war
with the United States without being obliged 1o
throat of Russia. Similar

relax our gripe on the
fanguage 'wss used in the Morning Post; and
these two papers were supposed to represent the

opiniens of the present government. He had eeen the
papers of the United States, and he had not read in them
aoy such Janguage 88 was uted by the Times and lorning
Post. The journsals cf Eungland generally, however, hed
not adopted that hostile tone towsrds the United Stutes, It
was oply natural that the pcople of that crun'ry should
assume that the journals of this country which represented
the government repregented also, !0 some extent, the
opinions of the people. 'What he desired was, that the
House of Commons should also repreaent tne feelings of the
people of the country on this foreign question, as they r .-
| rasented tbem on domestic questions.  He c)uld not ¢ m-

counfry and the United States. Itwould be most herrible,
and inhuman, and disastr us even, to whichever w.s the
victor, On the psr: of this country it would be like the
destruction of oue’s own offspring; oa the pirt of the
United States it would be parricidal. He heped the Houze
of Commons would require to know what the two countries
were quarrelling about, and show to the country that they
were prepired to deal with the question in the prcper
manner when it was brought before them., (Hear.)

Lord PALMERSTON—I shall observe in my rp'y to
the hop. gentleman that dist'nction in the two questions
which he has desired. And first, with regard to the Central
American question, he is correct in saying that the treaty of
1850 was honourable to both the parties to it, having for its
object and end the improvement of commerce and the ex-
tension of civilisation in every part of the world. It is well
known that the greatest interest was excited by the ques-
tion of aship canel to unite the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
but jeslousies grew up between Englend and the United
States with regard to it, ecch suppising that the other had
rome exclusive object in view, and wished to establish itself
at one or other end of the canal to be made. The object of
the treaty corcluded was t» remove all passible cause of
jealousy on that point, eni its provisions were, it was
thought, cilculated to accomplish that end. The projectof a
canal was, I believe, liable to physical difficulties, which there
was much chance of overcoming, so that, precticaliy, that
part of the question is not immediately involved in the pre-
gent dicpate, But there was in that tresty als> a purpose
of obviating the jealousy which the two countries entertained
with regard to the vicws of each other in Central
Americi, The further purpo:e of the treaty, therefore, was
that each country should disclaim any intention of domina-
tion or gaining passessions in that part of the world. An
exception was made with regard to certain allies, whic’ were
undereur protection by treaties which existed fora longtime.
I do rot thiak, myself, that the treaty is liable to the criti-
cisms which the hon. gentieman cast vpon it; for I confers
it recms to me that the meaning and the words of t}e treaty
are perfectly plain and obvious, and I camnot see how any
other construction can be put on it than that which we gave
it. It is prospective, and vot merely retrospeotive in its
operation. It seems, however, that the government
of the United States endeavoured to establish a dif-
ferent comstraction. And a correspondence between
two government: ensued on the subject, We
contended for our inter;retation, and the Ameri-
can government, or at least their minister here, cuntended
for a different one. We etited that though we were ccn-
vinced our interpretstion was just, we were perfectly ready
to submit the quest'on to the arbitration of a third party.
(Hear, hear.) To that offer we have not been able to ob-
tain any answer, snd 5o the matterrests Idid say, in answer
to tbe hon. gentleman, J did not ¢onsider the correspondence
closed, and therefore could not lay it on the table; but, on
referring 8gain to the state of the correspondence, I think,
though not formally closed, it is sufficiently to to enable
us t lay it before tbe house, acd I am therefira quite
willing to giveit. (Hesr, heer) The other question arose
out of the foreign eplistment act. It is true that when that

and made the subject of conversation in society, he was not |

ceive any grestrr cilamity than .a collision between this | ¢

: mercial point of view.

A certain number of persins came forward, smongst them
hem_g several hundred Germans; they wete sent to
Halitax to be enrolled, and some of them are now
in this country. However, sir, ber Majesty’s giverc-
ment very soon found that it would be exc:dicgiy
difScalt, in cirryiog on an op 'retion of this sort, entirely to
avoid everything woich mixnt give the American goverc-
ment cause of complsint, aed as we were most desirous
; nothing should be doae which might give umbrage to the
United States, orders were issued to discontinue entirely all
"such procesdings. (Cheers.) Verysoon after that an
X oﬁigml rapresentation was made by the goverameat of the
, United States, complaioing of the proceedings which had
heen begun; our amswer war, * Anticipating that the
{ United States might take umbrage at the proceedings
" which hsd been ccmmesced, her Majesty’s goversment
) bflve, of their own accord, slcesdy totally discort'nued, and
: given orders to cease, all such praceedings ;"' at the same
! time we expressed our regret if anything stould bave bap-
. pened(which we did not thiok was tt e case,and if so,it was er.-
tirely contrary to our inttructions) wkich could be considered
to be a violation of the law—if any suc thing had happened
; we exceedir gy regretted it, and we bad, of our own accord,
; stopped all tze proc edings c:m; hained o',
! hoa. gentleman, sir, has aaid thut preceedings between go-
" vernments should be regulated by the rules which regulet,
: the conduc® cf gentlemen tywards each other. X will ak
: him, whether between one gen'l:man and ansotber sny-
thing could be more satisf:c ory ? (Loud cheers) What
could be more s:t sfect)ry than that one should say t) tae
_other, *“ Assoon as ever I saw {1at whet my serva‘t was
{ doing might give you cause of coxnplsiat, I stpped his pto-
czedings; but if apyibing has occurred of which youcia
¢ 'mplain I am very rorry lor it”’? (Caeers.) I must say, sir,

. that when this c)mmunica ‘on was made to the Amer ¢can ;

_minister here, be expressed bimself satisfied in the matter ’

" = (cheers)—and said he felt confident bis government |
ard

‘would be e¢qualy satisfied, Fur come tim: we he

! pothirg more; but at lengih the question was renewed,
complaints again made, and a frech cirrespondetc: opened.,

“ Three days before parliameot m-t 1 thought I should be

i able tr lay the whole carrespondence on the table; there

" was pothing w culi wish to circeal, ou the emtrary, we

Were most snxious to make it publ ¢; but the very day be-

fore psrliament wet the Am ric.n minister presented to my
! noble friend, Lord Clarendon, a furtrer despaicy, exceed-
! ingiv voluminous, going into & loog recital of the circum-
! stat ces alleged to have taken plsce. My noble friend felt
!it was impessible to answer that desp.tch as became the
" yespec® whic be ought toshcw to tke Ameritan goveroment,
! and with due regard to the ¢arecter of the Briuh govern-
meat, without referring toour mucister at Washington for
a report en the great variety of minute details as to which
the information in possession of the Foreign-offics did not
enable him to give a proper answer. ‘{'he matter is now in this
position. Ifthe correspondence he now produced, it will
erd with a long pap-r from the United Siates government,
to which no anewer could at present be given, biciuse the
materials for it have not yet been received. On this ground
I think, on the oge hand, it would n:t be far to the
Awerican g ivernment to give the corre:p ndence omitting
this last paper, which seems to them of great impsriance (of
course they would not otherwise have sent it1); but oa the
other hand,it would not be fair to the British government t)»
give that statement without giving the answer. (Hear) I
hope, however, ttat no loog period w1l elspse betore
wo are able to clcsa the corre-pindence, and I can
assure the honourable gentieman and the house that
we are most anxious and most ready to lsy the whole
matter on the table for their consideration. {Loud cheers.)
I quite egree with the hor ourable gentleman tbat this
is 8 matter of the utmost importsnce in its bearings on the
interest of the two countries, and I quite concur with him
that thero could hardly be any conflict tetween two r.ations
that would be more calamizoas to both. (Heer, hesr.) We
should suffer = great deal ourselves, and those with whom
we have dealiogs on the otber side ¢f the Atlsntic would
suffer quite as much, There could be no conflict between
two nations more calamitous than ove between this country
and the Uanited States. It would be painful to think that
in these days two nations, bound together by so many ties,
haviug a common origin, & common interest, and 4 commu-
nity of everything, should go to war without some real and
unavoidable cause, snd I cannot think in this case there i<
guch a real and unavoidable cause. If the same spirit of
firmness and conciliation bé exhbibited by both governments,
I doubt not some adjus ment will be found compatible with
ths honour and feelings of the two countries, 1caxa assure
the bouse, sir, that nothing will be wanting on_the part of
| her Majesty’s government consistent witaa due regard to
the honour and character of this country—(cteers)—but
nobody, I am sure, sir, could wish that we should ever for a
moment lose sight of this. Nothing that one gentleman
could dotowards another sbali be omitted on our part for
the purpose of avoidinga collision that would be a reproach
to both countries. (Cheers.) I can only say, sir, thit one
portion of this correspondence shall be laid on the table at
cnee ; and when the other is brought toa termination,
which I trust will not be long deleyed, we shall be per-
fectly ready to lay it before you. (Loud cheers.)

Sir DE LACY EVANS hid heard the expl .nation of the
noble lord with great satisfsction; but be quite agreed with
the hon. member for the West Ridirg as to the impolicy of
attempting enlistment in the United States. With regard
to our guarrel with that government, he considered the
extravagant apprebensions of war entertained by the peace
party were very ill judged, and might prompt pariies in
that country to demand terms and conditions they would
oherwise never have thought of. It was consummate folly
to attempt recruitisg in the United States when t«o regi-
ments of 1,000 strong each might Lave been raised in
Canada. (Hear, hear.) An off rto that eflest was made
by gentlemen of high pusition ia the colony ; it was accepted,
but the red tapeism of the Horse Guards interfered, and
nothing was done; and thereby an opportunity was lost of
still further identitying the sympathies of Canada with this
country.

The ‘subject then dropped, and the motion for the adjourn-
meat was agreed to.

ORDNANCE ESTIMATES.

Mr. MONSELL brought up the ordnance estimates,

which were laid on the table.
METRQPOLITAN POLICE BILL.

On the motion of Sir G. GREY this bill was read a third
time,

Sir J. SHELLEY observed that the bill authorised one
commissiener to sign all orders for the guidance of the po-
lico force. He understood tbat those instructions were alwaya
submitted to the Secretary of Stite, and thought it would
be desirable if his approbation was stated on the face of

hem.

Sir G. GREY said, on all occasions of importance these
instructions were submitted to the Becretary of State, but
they were signed by the commissioners of police in their
capacity of mazistrates, and not a: commissioners,

The bill then passed.

PARTNERSHIP AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. LOWE moved the second reating of this bill,

Mr. SPOONER could 10t a'low the billto be read a
second time without callibg the attention of the koute to
the consequences which muttensue if it rassed in its present
shape. Theright hon. gentleman had introduced it with
a very plausible statement. He asked, was it fair or was
it reasomable that a person who lent mcmey to a
concern, who was mnot knowa to the world, to
whom credit was mnot given, should lose all the
capital he bhad embarked if the concern turned out
unfavourable ? The bill, however, went a great
deal farther. Under it a man might advance eapital
ta a person in trade, and enable him thereby to obtain cre-
dit t> a large amount. If after a time he found the
ccncern unprofitable he might withdraw his eapital, but
the trader would still enjoy the credit be bad obtained by
the use of it. Was it fair, in such a case, to allow the party
who had advanced the money to escape il liability 2 To
make the law at all equitable, it should provide thag in
csse a partnership became insolvent, the sleeping parner
should be liable to the amount of capital he had with
drawn, and also any profit he had received. He
would not oppose the present motion, but unless such &
clause was inserted in committee he would divide the house
sgainst the progress of the bill. e regretted that the right
hon. gentleman had not further postponed the second read-
ing; the result would be ancther diicussion ona fatare
stage of it.

Mr. WATSON was entirely favourable ta the principle of
the bill, but he thought it required t7 be amended 50 as to
define accurately what was meant by a sleeping partner. A
sleeping partner ougbt not to interfere in any way in the
control of the concern. There was another part of the bill
which he considered would prove highly beneficiel, that
which allowed e clerk or servant to be paid by ashare of the
profits. (Hear, hear.) Since the decision of Lord Eldon
jn ¢ Waugh v. Carver,” it was held that fn such
cate the clerk was s partner. The case im the
law would have a most beneficial effect, as a clerk
when paid by a share of profit would be stimu-
lated to increased exertion for the intereat ¢f his employer.
When the bill went into committee he would give every
assistance in his power to reader it as perfect as possible.

Mr, MUNTZ had slready expresced hir opinion that the
bill was a great delusion, but he had .o objection to let the
mipistry ride their hobby asloog as they liked, provided
they sode it in public. He looked on the bill from a com-
Suppose the case of a trader who
was known to carry on his business ia a discreditable way,
and consequently unable to obtain credit; if he could get
a third party under this new law to advance him money ke
might introduce it into his busicess, and he would soon
obtain credit, as parties would suppose that he was acquir-
ing capital by the profits; but if the profits were not

act passed, authorising the government to enlist foreigaers,

it was represented to ber Majesty’s government that there !
were in the United States & number of men who might be'

in the military service of this country.
it to be morally
of

willing to enlist [
The honourable gentleman conceived
and politically absurd to suppose _thut the tide
emigration, which had been flowing from east to
west, could r d

east. Butif beinquired I should think he mu:t kno » that
in point of fact that ebb of tide hae already begun—(hear,
hear)—and that with regard to Ireland there is haraly a
month or & week psss s that & certain number of persins
who emigrated from that country to the United States are
not returning, either having amassed what they cim-
sider & competency, or beciuse they have been dic-
sppointed in the expectations which they formed
when they left home. Already therefore individuals
are constantly r:turning from America to these islinds.
It was not for us to judge beforehand whether any number
of Germans would be miling to crme. Orders were given
to ¢stablish recruiirg depo's within our own provice s,
with instructiors that if any persns presented themeelves
and were willing to ergags, they sbould be enlist-d and
enrolled. Very strick injunctiors were given that nohirg
should be done by any of the persens employed fcr this
parpse that would at a’l conflict with the laws and mun'-
cipat regulations of the Unied States, and the most sp.cific

erders were given to preveut any infrection of those lews.

beturned back and made to flow from west to |

great the sleeping psrtner might withdraw his capital, aad
1hse who had given the trader credit would find out their
error {0 their loss and to the detrimect of the public. If

it a elespiog partner was obliged to give

" entircly, B
Trotica and of his with-

* public notice of the amouat he advanced,
drawal when it took place,

Mr. CAIRNS did not rise to oppose the bill, but only te
isay a few words in juetification of the courte he
iand some others bad teken last gsession. When the
| last Partaership Amendment Bill hed been intro-
, duced he considered it too cumbrous to work, and proposed
" to intrcduce three short and simple clauces; he found that
i the present bill of the right Loa. gentleman consisted
{simply and entirely of these tbree clauses. (* Hear,
| hear,” and laughter.) The only difference was the inser-
 tion of the werds * not being a tanker.” He merely stated
! this because when he proposed the clauses last year he was
| nceused of offering a fastious opposition to the bill. (Hear,

hear) With regard to the Limited Liability Bill of last
| session, he aud some friends of his proposed a eeries of amend-
i ments, every one of which was oppased by the goverament,
{and rejected on & division. Among thess smendments
. were, that there should be oo limit to the amount of shares;
. that any partaership consisting of more than six skould be
" entitled > the advantages of the act. These provisions were
{ adopted in the government Joint Stick Company Bill of

this session, (Hear, hear.)

(Cbeers.) The |

i they wished to adopt the American law, let them adopt it ,

Mr. MOFFATT believed that great go
from this bill. The whole commerc%al fngl"it:dot"
was based on & system of credit, and the mo-e eap;
introduced, the better for the country. Al gﬁ“‘] wu
braaches of commeree were carried 03 by credit ;c :
an article was imported but on two to six :ronihg: preely
the raw material was supplied to ths manufacturer onmdl-t;
m_d 89 on down to the setailer. As 13 the firse c?dn;
-opinion was divided, but he believed it was seue,
fnv(_)urnble to the clause as it stvod. He believed ‘%'Mnu,
nationsl benefit would result from this bill. Ay .r‘-‘ great
the second clause, in his opinion. & mrre hmﬁ;g"d.d
could not have been introduced. The counry w el one
uasoimously in its fivour. 8 tlmony

Mr. T. BARING thought the hounse woul: :
mistaken if it supposed that the commrrcirlueoﬁ;d it
wera unanimeus in favovr of tha bill.  Whether fmnnn,
or evi], t1e bill would introducea grentehsnge. ia g‘r
‘ mercial habits and ussges of this coun'ry; and he e:efcom.
; that he did not see sny necessity for change ag "u y
! partaerships v private business. Virous conntr‘gn‘:lel
| been referred to as having edopted the }rnciple Ie{! h-d

bil'. If they wanted to select @ couv'rs ss a Am l; this
! commercial nsazes and laws, to what country wot‘x]ld!l o
. turn it not to that which had the most egy the
: commerce, which cmployed the graatect amount ot‘xr o
! and exhibited the grest st amourt of enterprise? ,;Ipud,
. Where wae the proc f that the prescat systens “fl.‘wt: ear)
} tad tailed t1 develop the resources of the o)un'- :"hlp
1 admitted that the procedents of oth r countries mi.’h' He
fairly be cited ip such cases; but there was notgs!"
! country in the world which had alaw like that nyw hlmglo
- to be enacted. .This was an experiment en'.ir\lvp';'lzgsed
- the test of experience. Two clanses of the bi!t .«t(mnl. ey
were, introduced a great mass of novel princi;ﬂe and ofme
| perimental ctange. The present bill was very diﬁetenﬂr;:

ould .,u‘
the tountry

! that of Jast session. The bill ot last year provid

‘ thould be publicity, that there shu{ld bl:s regi:tdra'tl;:‘ there

"there stould be means of as:eituining the amu-n' ot
cspitel, that in ease of failure 1o pirtion of the ::‘.“’

: should be peid to she lend: r till the other creditors hag gl"l
| satisfied, and, morsover, *hat a1y p: yment which was ;ﬂ
t> th> lender within three months bitcr: the date of {;‘x;l. .
shovld be returned for the benefit of the other credli:“'
Such provisions were wanting in th2 present bil) A:m'
the lender, there was nothing t) prevent him, afer }fo
had started a man in business and enab’ed him to n“in tredit.
from withdrawing his capital without any pubh?‘ity Wag
that s state of things uader which commerce ':n.h'ke:'
to prosper 7 Why such alaw would give freedom, not z’
trade, but to fraud, (Hear, hear.) It might obviate .
varicty of legal difficulties, but it would cause gm:
intecurity in commerce, and would affect the com
mereial reputation of the kingdom. What gave eonﬁ:
dence at present was the kuowledge that the man who wyy
ergage? risked everything in it—his capital, his resonresy
and his reputation ; but under this bill & man’s risk would
be limited, and when he was called upon to pay a debt he
could reply * I won’t do €0, for I only engaged for so much,"
The bill treated trade as a game, in which a wan staked 3
certain amount, and no more.  As regarded the profitable
employment of capital, he did not thick any one could point
to any querter of the country, or the world, in which thers
was a fair chance of making profit to which cupital did not
flow. Such a measure as this might do very well for o
country like the United States, where thera was enterprise
without capital, or for a couutry like Frauce, where thery
was capital witheut enterprise; but this country had ag
much capital as was required for trade, and more caterprise
thaw was at all times desirable, its enterprise sometimes re.
quiring rather to be checked than eocouraged. He objected
to this bill, because it had no experience or authority in its
favour. If the house was determined to establish private
partncrships with limited liability—he s«id pothing aboat
companies~-this wes not a safe mode of doing it; on ths
contrary, it was a mode which would admit of every kind of
fraud being practised ; it was one which, if it had any effect
at all, would make the man who managed the business o

man who did not care about losing the capital. (Hear.)

Sir W. CLAY believed that the reason why the bill wa
not opposed on the second reading was, that it was knowa
by those who disapproved of it that the feeling of the
courtry v a1in favour of it. The argument of the hon,
member for Huntingdon (Mr. T. Baring), that the principls
of this bill could notbe a good one because England, the
greatest commercial country in the world, had not adopted
it, would have been an equally good argument formerly iy
fuvour of retainisg the corn laws, or continuing the mong.
poly of the East India Company. These were hitherto clung
to with tenacity, on principles which werc now universlly
admitted to be unsound. The country had been gradually
getting rid of monopolies and restrict ong ; and nothing wu
more clesr than that the best gemeral rule with regard
to commercial transactions betwe'n individuals was,
that the steta should notinterfere except for some proved
necessity. (Hrar, hear.) The hon. gentleman asked
whether there was any want of capital in this country. In
one sense there was not. There were many great capitalists
wh ) were always ready to employ cepitsl wherever it conld
be employed profitably, But what was the case with ye-
gard t1 1he middle and working classes ? (Hear) Ho be-
lieved 1hat there were a great many trades whose develop-
ment was very important to those classes, which would re-
ceive a great impetus from the passing of this bill; and he
saw no reason why that numerous class of persons, who
bad only a small capital, sbould be doprived of the
opportunity of employing it at a profit. The he.
nouratle gentleman had spoken of facilities for fraud.
Were there no facilities for fraud at present > (Hear, hear.)
Had not the world been startled by astounding disclosures
of frauds practised under the law as it exited? (Hear,
hear.) As regerded credit, he believed the bill wanld hava
a very uecful effect; it would dimivi-h false and spurioms
credit; it would foster sound snd wholesome credit. He
cauld not allow the bill to pass ths second rcading without
contributing his humble tribute of admiration t the govern-
ment,and espcciatly to the right hon. gentleman (Mr. Lowe),
for having introduced such a measure—a measure which, in
his opinion, was based on sound econ~mic principles, and
would prove exceedingly useful to the great bulk of the
community. (Hear, hesr)

Mr. ARCHIBALD HASTIE hored that after the very
clear and able description of this bill by his ho+, friend on
his right (Mr. T, Baring), the President of the Board of
Trade would see the necessity of postponing the second
reading. Ifit were true, as had been stated, that there wis
a strong putlic feeling in favour of the bill, its postpone-
ment would enable the right hon. gentleman to carryit
hereafter with greater eclat. Im proposing such a changeut
this, the right bon gentleman ought to haverhown that
there was at present a deficiency of capital ; and even if
it were necessary to introduce additional capital, the gaveras
ment should have adopted a plan by which frauds would not
be encouraged. Asto the ‘* dormant partner’ mentioned
in the bili, what was there to prevent him from retiring
at any time, without any ene knowing that he wu

gone, and leaving the creditors to deal with
men of straw? The bill no doubt emanated from
lawyers, who knew mnothing of commerce but what

apresred in the courts. It was said by some of its advocates
that credit wes at present too cheap, sud th-tif it were di-
miuisied 20 much the batter. He was of a different opinion.
It was by means of creqit that this country bad been ableto
proluce tosuch an unparalleled extent, and it was unli-
mite1 liability which caused peorle ia all perisof the world
to plage 80 much confidence in our merchants. This bill
would go far to destroy that confidence ; for no one would
know in future, whether those whem ha dealt with pro-
ceeded under limited or under ualimited Jiability. For the
last 20 years the Board of Trade, from which this bill ema-
nated, had, with oneor two exceptions, beea formed of men
who were totally ignorant of commerce, bricfless lawyens,
or at all events men whose antecedents wero Lot such as t0
ensure their possessing commercial k: owledge. It was such
men wha had produced a bill which would have the efict
of destroying credit and giving partiea opportaaities of de-
frauding the public by schemes which could never M
brought to perfection. He boped the right hon. gentlemss
would consent to postpore the second reading.

Mr. BIGGS said, as one wko wasconnected with tbe
manufacturing distriots, he could deciare that thers was 8
universal feeling in favour of the bill. (Hear, hear.) Ho
himself accepted it as the first stage in the amelioration
of the law of partwership. Xe had hbeard of masy
imrtances of the most painful kind in which meR
who had zetired from business in the hope of spending
the remainder of their days in ease had, through advanciog
mosey to young men trom motives of benevelence, bees
led to hopeless penury and want. Such things were cruel
snd unnecessary ; and this bill would remove that evils
The other day he was reading that at St. Etienne, & towd
in tbe south of Frauce which was devoted to the ribbos
manufacture, one-half the present maaufacturers bad rised
to tbat position through availing themselves of tho state of
the jartnership law in that country He had seen many
young men in England emigrating, and thus lest to the
ccuatry, who would have remained here had facilities been
afforded to them for the development of their talents. He
believed that by getting this bill passed, the right hon. geo-
tlemaa would do more to benefit aocisty than bud been done
by almost sny measure which had been pasted duriog the
last fifty yeara.

Mr. G. C. GLYN said, though he was sot ia favou? of
the bill, he must confess that he could not see the slightest
ground for requesting the government ‘o poitpone the #e-
cond reading.  Indeed, he was not sura that, with fome
modification of its clauses, the bill was not on the whole the
best sattlement of the question at which the house v
likely to arrive. It was almost impossible that any m
who had been mixed up with the commercial affairs o
couatry should not have perceived that 8 very gres
change in the working of the law of partnership
Fad ariten from the recent alteration in tbe usury
laws, and that it was necesmary to ¢o tomething
t> meet the case of persons who lent moBey i s
usurious rate of interest, and afierwards csme in & ";.
ditops. He had not heard any reuson assigned for ¢
omigsion of those elauses in the bill of last session ™ \be
provided for publicity and registration, and P_l’ed"e ithe
sudden withdrawal of capital, and be was afraid thllv'"d.
out them, this bill would open the dodr to all sorts of frauds.
Let the house do what they could to leave unimpairt pore
general credit of the country. If bon. gentlemen oply 11
in mind how large a portion of the commercial trlll““g“
of this country took place, mot on book credit merelyy
on bill credit, the bills passing from hand to hand an it
endorsements upon them being supposed to represent f,'eﬂ,’
they must perceive that if cepitsl might be S3cil
withdrawn, the effect would be greatly to impslf ol
species of credit. He was glad that the right hoo. KS%
man had rot proposed to adept the law of comn:’lﬂ 4
being convinced that it would not have been found ¢0
mant with the feelinga of the people. it

Mr. MALINS was atrongly io favourof the K’!‘“’li’; !
admitted that a few safeguards shounld be pravide

bet

mittec. (Hear, hear, .
Mr. C(ARDWEle.yu "mﬁml’ 5.}:% :ﬁ:amf:':}
was te be mo (opposition to the e T haervation

the bill, sod entirely concurred in the
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