
IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF LOKDS.— FRIDAY, F£B. 8.

The LORD CiiA.KCELLOtt took bis ie&t upon the woolaacli

kt fi re »'clock.
THE FERMOY PEERAGE.

The Earl of DERBY said it would be in the recollection

of their lordtbip.< ttu.t a quettion had arisen last teBtion

with regard to '.h-i validity of a palect which bad bc eo

ranted to a gentleman named B̂ chf, ccnstitu'ir.g him

aron fermOT. He ('he noble earl) had taken an objec -

tion to that patent on the ground that lh( rd bad not then

become extinct ihtf thrtc Irish peerages neceftaty te enable

herMt jeBlyto create a new one. The question involved
contiderationa of great legil and cont t tutional imp irtance ;

axid it had in f&c; been thought neccBtu'y tbat it sftould be
- r —.•».-î ^^, J ^ ^^ Tina-peerana n nnu »n ••v- ---- - -  „

rrfenc ito ft comimttre of privilege--. It had, however,

been suggested that upon Baron Fermoy prcpenting hia

petition in the ordinary w ay, praying that be might be

ell -wed to tubitantiatc hi'B right to vote for a rt presen'ative

peer, the quegiioa w.)uld more yroperlJ arise. He (the
noble earl) bad w&itcd, ttien i'Jre, tor tie commeuceme nc of

ttc pr»sent se.«iiion, and be Ind been given to understand

by the noble (u'l t he President of the Council, that in the

course of a few days L'-'rd Fermoy'a petition would be pre-

sented. Fortunately the case was now deprived of ell per-
Bonal interest as lar as the nobl-i lord WIB concerned.

Lord Fi rmoy could not now be aff ected in the
Blighte et degree by the result of the inquiry ; for
since last EO»Bion B io'.lur Iris*! pecruKe hai bec ame ex-
tinct, and toa Ei queti'. ly t he only difl'ercace the inquiry
would make tolhe nol.l.' lord would he whether h's pep »-
Bge wag to date from 185-5 or 1856. He (the noble earl)
•withed to a»k his noble friend whether there was any r< a-
ion to believe that the petition would ia a ehoit time be
presen ted ? If  not , h e w ould give notice of a motion to tbc
eff ect tLat the subject hhould be referred to a ccmmittee
oi privilepfB.

Earl GRANVILLE—About a week before the rc-as-
senib'. ir.g uf [arli irc ent, I rcCtivcd a letter from Lord

Fcrmoy,e»pi(i<siiig an ctrntiit desird that thit quciiion

should bo decided ; and naking if I concurr -d with him in

that w.sh. I replied in the atfraiativc , and requested Lord

rernioy f) in r̂uct his legal adv.tcr to cull upon me in

London. The pctimn hns bicn settled and signed, but, un-

fortunately, it baa been mislaid ; but I will write to Lord

Firnaoy,and request him to have another dr<wn up aad

signed.
The Earl of DONOUGHMORE gave notice of a motion

to bring blifare tie committee of plivileges certain griev-

ances of Irigh pceis in v oting for their representative! in

their Lordships' houne,

THE NEW MINISTRY OF EDUCATION.

Earl GRANV1LLE Logged to lay upon •hi able, end

to ask their lordships to read a first time, ft bill far the ay,

pointment of a Vice President of the Committee of Council

on Education. Ilia bill contains a provision that this vice-

president should have a seat in the House of Commons ;

and on the second reading he (the noble earl) would explain

to their lordships the aIteratioRs which it was intended to
make by means of an order in council, t.-ensferri ng to the
new minister ceitiin dut ies now performed by other dcp irt-
mentf.

The bill was read a first time accordingly.
THE KARS PAPERS.

The Earl of ELLENBOROUGH remarked that the
noble curl the Secretary of State for Foreign Affair g would
shortly leave this country for Paris; and is it would be very
desirable that the debate upon the papers relating to Kars
should take place before tlie noble earl (Lord Clorendr n)
quitted London, he wished to ask when those papers v.ould
be presented to tlieir lordships,

Earl GRANVILLE was not able to say, in the alssnce
of li's noble friend the Foreign Secrit*ry, whom lia ex-
pected to arrive in the course of a few minutes.

THE DEBATE OF LAST NIGHT.
Eurl GREY—Seeing the nobic and learned lor3 in Irs

p'acc, I beg to ssk him if he can give your lordships any
infcnnatloD as to when the committee of privilege s will £it»
and as to what course is to be taken ?
Ili a LORD CHIEF JUSTICE—la the at since of my

nobia aud learned fr;cc.d (Lord Lynchurst) it is ?mpcssible
to give the noble earl any very sat'sfactory answer ; but l
may take th 's opponun.'ty t ) eiprc si a hipe t hat 'he courte
to be asopt'.d by her Majesty 's gcvornmer.t will render it
•nnneces ar; to refer tlie subject of Lord Wensleyda'e's peer-

agc to a committee of privileges at all. (Loud cheers.) I
do not presume t -> offer any advice to her Majesty's minis-
ters, who will no doubt receive it from quarters far more cn-
t't od t 3 at tention ; but as a membir of ihie house I do most
earnestly hop? that they will take a sli p, wlm.h, I bel 'cv'i ,
would be ot infinite benent to the country, and will recom-
mend her Majesty to center upon Sir Jame« Parke, late a
Barcnof the Exchequer, the t itle of Lord Wensleydale in
fee, with descent to the heir » male of his body. (Uheerf .)
That would put an end to this agitation ; for I am sure that
your lordships would one and all receive Lord. Wenslcydale
into this houi c witi the greatest pleasure. (Hear.) If that
course was adc p'ed, the. question would ttill be left cpin ;
and if at any future time any pressing necessity should arise
for aaking a peer for life, it might still be done, as the
question would i.ot then be prejudiced by any thing that has
occu rred. I, for one, should certainly much rejoice if this
course was adr p -ed, for I am sati- fied th«t it is the cour.e
that would most conduce to the welfare of the country.

TheEari of DERBY— My lords, I wi.-h still lens. and I
hive still lesa ground for offt r.'Fg advice to hd' Majesty 's
ministeis, than the noble and learned lord who las just ad -
dressed you ; but I cannct help thinking that the sugges-
tion of the noble lord is one tnat well deserved the con-
s'd; ration of the government. By adopting that course,
tl^y will raise no unuccetsary questions uioi a p int of
extreme difficulty , as between t he prerogative of the Crown
and the House of Lords. E ven it ih-ru was a doubt as t o
t he strict legality of l h" patent granted to Lord "Wensley-
dale, I t hink, after w hat p 'ssed last cr/h1', and after what
fell from all t h -1 independent l\w lords—af ter whi t  tell
from the Lord Chief Justice (•' ln, so far as he takes part
in politic il questions, is a'tach-d to the prtsant governmen t ),
aud from the noble and learccd lord rear me (L';rd

Btoughitti), thcic can be no doubt 'hit 'he granting of ihit
pitent was in the highest dfgrn' unconstitutional. (Hear,
hear.) When we see tint so many noble lords, wlii on

lOtt occasions vote with the government, last ni(iht recorded

their v otes aguinst it, 1 cannot but think ihat har Ma-
jesty 's ministers will best consult, not only ihe public inte-
rests, but also, as connected wilh them, the rights and pre •

rogaiives of the Crown, if they do not unnecetsarily raise

tha question of the strict legali ty of ili -sse peerages.

Let them not cancel lha present pitent, but let

them issue a new one in the usuul form. That
tecond patent may be produced by Lord Wensleydale
at your lordships' bar with the writ of summons ;
and I am quite sure that we shall all gladly receive amongst
us the learned gentleman into the question of whoso rights
Iand t\ c noble lords with me rave been most unwillingly

drawn. The universal frcling, I am surp, will then be one
of pleasure aad fa'.isfaition that we should have added a
name ( 0 honoured and distinguished t ) our lollg. (Hear,
b<ar.) My lords, I did rot intend to (ay a lingle word on
thil o.;ca»ion. I have n- 1 seen my noble and learned friend
since he 1 ft the house la;t night, and 1 have no idea what
is the course which he intends t? pursue; but I join with
the Lord CLief Justice in hoping trat it will not be found
necess ary to have this question considered by the tribunal to
which tie house lait night considered it right that it ought
ti be ref erred.

Lord BROUGHAM expected tta'.Lord Lyndburet would
hare been in the house at five o'clock, but he mutt have
been detained fls(whcre.

Ea-1 GRANVILLE moved that the house do now ad-
journ, a^d

Their lordahirs rose at Dalf-pa't five.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.-. FRIDAY, FEB. 8.
The SPEAKBB tock the chair at a little before four

o'clo;k.
NEW MEMBERS.

Lord RA.YNHAM and Mr. WARREN, the newly elected
members for Tamwcr '.h and Midhuret, took the oaths and
their seats.

PRIVATE BUSINESS.
Amongst the new bills introduced was that promoted by

the Cry&tal Palace Company. It was ordered to be read
afir .<t time.
Mr. BROTHERTON reported, from the committee on

standing crd»r<, that in the case of the London and Diocesan
Chin'ih Building Society Bill , the standing (rder* had not
beea complied with.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.

OPBN'ING OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS ON SUNDAYS.—By
Mr. Uu PUB, from a place in Bucks ; Mr. ML'MDY, from

aplace in Derby; Mr. A. SMITH, from parith of Tewin,

Hertford ; Mr. A. PELLATT, from congrega ion ot York-
Btreet Chapel, Waliv rth ; Mr. SPOONER, fr-im inhabit ant)',

&c , ofCokhill, Warwick ; all against.
SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS ON SUNDAY.—By Mr.

L. HEYWORTU, fioa elders and presbyt -ry of 20 churches
in Lancashire; Mr. HORSFALL, from the coalwbippera and
Other? employed on the Thames ; all against.

THE BILLETING SYSTEM.—By Mr. V. SMITH, from inn-
ket p r» of Northampt on ; against.

SuRRENDEiioFK.ARs .-By Sir J. WALMSLEY, from
Leicester, for (p'ci il iaquiry into the causes which led to
the surrender 01 Kars.

SALARIES OF PAROCHIAL SCHOOLMASTERS Hf SCOT-
LAND.—By Mr. MACKIE, from the synod of Galloway,for
incna e of salaries for tbc parochial'ache olmasters of Scot-
land.

CHURCH RATES.—By Mr. DEEDEI, from Htrne Bay,
against the abolition of chuich rates without the sub»titu-
tion of an equivalent to provide for the maintenance of the
fabiic.

RETURNS ORDERED.
COUNTT COURTS.—On ihe mo'ion of Mr. FITZROY, a

numbtr ofret -irns f rom every cour.ty c iuit in the kiBi;dom,
it U'ng the number ot paii- ts, ciusi.< trierf . i- ppsals, &c.;
also r« turns as 0 the ffr » s curing the yerr 1855.

JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENTS, &c. (INDIA) —On the mo-
t 'on of Mr. SEY MOUR, addnss for c piis of any reports
niaie t i h-r Maje sty by the csmmissioneis app/intedito
C3n8ider the reform of the judicial (st»blithmeDts, judicial
procedure, and law s of India. Copy of any despatch ad-
drctsad by the Court of Dirtctars  of the East India Co».
pmr tl the Governor-General of India in coiicU, rupc ct.

ing thi r< p nt» made by the commissioners appointedby he>
Mtjf -tty, t i c irs dcr the reform of the judicial establish-
ments, judicial procedure, and laws of India.

WINK AND SPIRITS.—Oa th» motion of Mr. MASTBB-
UAN, account of the number ot gilloas of foreign
w ;ne impo ted ; ot the quact ties upon whiih diity has bein
1aid f oe home cocsudipt'on, and tin quittiti 's ex;oited;
hso the quaiit'f 's expo tid on drawback, andthequaLtt'< s

r» tiin<d for actual cocsompt oa in the United Kingdom,
f' r the year ended the 31- t day of December, i8S5 ; dii-
tinguishing the differe't countri es from wlisnce imro tid,
and wh th';r red or white ; t 'e» th' r w th th° qu»r,t t  » s of
cadi tort remaining in I oad on the 31st day o: Dricemher,
1855, distinguishing Loacon, fio'o the coactry. And, of
the number of proof gallons ot rum, distinguishing
West India, Eitt India, and lo.'einn ; a so, of biaidy,
Geneva, and ether foreign, t O'-onifil. or Jer»ry spirits im-
( o ted ; ol th° quartititB upon wh (h duty has been piid
for home cor.sum(.t'oa, the quant ties ixrorted, and th'.
quar.t t;f s  shipped at s - i>rr8 and vs d t.y the navy, for tir
year endea the 31st Dcceniber, 1855 ; tigeih •r w th th?
quantitie s of eac h » ort remaining in bond oa the 31- 1 d^y
ofDtCimher, 1855, dittirigui'sh'-Dg London from the < oar.try
(in coniinuaiion of parliamei- t uy paper, No. 305, o;
sesgioi, 1855).

ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS JURISDICTION.
Mr. COLLIER hnugbt in his bill on thic subj-ct, which

was r<ad & fir st time.
GENERAL COMMITTEE OF ELECTIONS.

Tlie members app̂ i- t-'d hy fie Speaker to serve oa this
commit tee, wtre (.worn 6t the t »ble.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
Colonel DUNNE, when the crd nance and army estimates

are brought before tt c I ouse, to call attenticn to the n- eins
of supplying the army with clothing, arms, and other things ;Ul CUpf lJ .ug ...-——-.-^
aUo the changes recently mad" in t he War Depart ment.

JUDICIAL OFFICES IN IRELAND.—Sir J. V. SHELLEY

to move for a return on this subject.
LOCAL DUES ON SHIPPING BILL.

Mr. HORSFALL asktd when this bill would be in the
hands of members ?

Mr.LOWE-Not till W ednesday next.
Mr. HORSFALL hoped, in that cw, that the right hon.

gentleman would not pms the MCKid reading on the day

for which it wa< now fixed. It was quite impossible that it

could he properly cmsidered into short a time.—[No answer

given.]
Mr. HORSFALL—Docs the rifht hon. gentleman meaa

to persif.t in taking the (econd reading on the i.5th ?

Mr. LOWE—If il a hon. gentleman will give notice of hie

question I will answer it.
BOROUGH AND COUNTY POLICE BILL .

Sir G. GREY said that as the nnvy estimates would be

brought b;f )re the house on Monday, it would be impossibl-i

for him to move tha scc md reading i f  this bill en that day.

He W JitId therefore pistpone it till Wednesday, which was

quite an op"n day now, if not iticiavenient to the r.ouEC.

POOR LAWS IN THE HIGHLANDS .

Mr, E. ELLICE asked whether it was the intention of

ffov arnment to introduc i any. measure during the present

srsiion f)r the better superintendence t f  the administration
of the poor law in tha Highland dunties ?

Sir G. GREY said that the subject was still under the
considprati&n of the government- The Lord Advocate
would state what their determination was when it was
arrived at.

ARCTIC MEDALS.
Admiral WALCOTT asked whether (ind when) it was

tho intor.t'on of government to grant a audal to ilio;e en-
gaged in the several Arct'c espedit'ons. conformably with
the rec ommendation of the commut-e ofl st s ssion ?

Sir C. WOOD s'tid—Her Majesty Jhad signified her intcn-
tion ti con fer medals upon tha ofile r l and men who h&d
been engaged in this service, and measures had been t ikcn
for the medals to be prepared without any undue cc'.ay.
But there was a good deal of prrsweon that departmt nt
at present, and it would be some.time before they could be
got ready.

THE CRIMEAN REPORT.
Lord W. GRAHAM asked whether the officer s animad-

verted on in the Crimean report bad sent in any further ex-

planations on the f ubjcct to the government or tlie authori-
ties at the Horae Guards ; and if not, whether the govern-

ment intended to call for any ?
Mr. PEEL—I nr'ght call on the noble lord t3 state

who are the officcra to whom he refers in his question, and

whom he considers animadverted upon in the report Some
of them are in the Crimea, and, have not yet had an oppor-
tunity of seeing the report, ttill less of volunteering any
statement in their own vindication, it they desired to do so.
Others again are no longer in the employment of the go-
vernmeHt, and have been relieved from the offices which
they hslo, Bt tbft tuno to -winch, thia icporl retera. But I

know that the officer principally referred to by the noble
lord is the Quartermaster- General at the Horse Guards; and

it has not been nr cessary to call upon him for any explana-
tion of his conduct, for no sooner had he seen the report
than he felt that it did refl ect upon his administration
under Lord Raglan, and he has announced his intention of
makirg a statement on his own beha'ifto the proper autho-
ti'ies. I also understand that Lord Lucan has made a
statement remonstrating against the manner in which he is
dealt with in that report.

Lord W.GRAHAM.—Will those statements be laid on
the table of the house ?

Mr. PEEL—They are not made yet,
THE SQUADRON IN THE PACIFIC.

Mr. H. BAILLIE wished to ask a question in reference
to the conduct of Admiral Stirling and Capr. Elliot in the

China Sew. A statement had appeared in the public pa*

pers purporting to be a report of proceedings of her Ma-
jesty's fleet in the China Seas; and though the government
might think proper—-

The SPEAKER—The hon. gentleman is out of crder in
making any statement. He must confine himst if to t*ie
quest'on be wishes to ask.

Mr. BAILLIE said it was necessary, in order that
bis question might be understood, thht he should enter
in'o .'ome detail. He would therefore move the adjournment
of the house. ("No, no.") He meant that the house, at
its riting, ihould adjourn until Monday. Although the go-
vernment might think r.rJper to disregard the statement
which had appeared in these papers, they were not justified
in allowing fali-e f-titementB and misrepresentations to pass
current f ;r a length of lime without contradiction, w hen
it uie tt.Umtnta nfl 'cted upon the honour and character of
the British navy. The slatement he was about to refer to
wts this : that Admiral Stirling, in command of the British
flett in the China Sear, had received instructions to pursue,
capture, or destroy a Russian squadron which was known to
be in those waters, and that under these circuro ttances he
had thought it consiotent with bis duty to occupy himself
with a so-called commercial treaty, in a distant quarter, and
to devolve the command of the squadron upon a junior offi -
cer, who was instructed to search for the Russian rquadron.
Captain Elliot, the officer in question, found the Rusfiiaa
squadron at anchor in De Castries Bay ; and two statements
had been publi ,bed with respect te that iquadron. One
s'a'cmcnt, diff ering very little from the other, had been
made by the Rusiian government, and was published in the
Gaseite of St. Petersburg. That statement said that (he
Russian squadron consisted cf one frigate, one corvette, and
three transports, encumbered and loaded with the fugitive?,
men, women, and children, from the Russian settlement of
Fetropaulov-ki. The other statement had been made by a
gentleman who had lately published a bo.ik, an officer of
engineers, a friend ef Captain Elliot's, and who was on
board ship with him. He 8iid that there was a frigate and
alarge corvette, mounting 18 or 20 guns, and that the other

two corvettes, or perhaps armed transports, mounted 10 or
12 long guns each. He caid that from each masthead of
the Rns«ian vessels their white ensigns waved; that from
the masthead of our vessels the number of guns seen in each
vessel was reported, and it was conjectured that the frigate
was the Aurora, of 44 gune. He lerns rked on the unac-
countable and blameable state of ignorance which all the
officers seemed to be in as to the number, size, and strength
of the vessels which they saw, and expressed surprise that
this lamentable ignorance should exist thirteen month1)
after the commencement of the war. It appeared from this
statement that Captain Elliot bad not ascertained what the
strength of the Russian squadren really was; he did not
know whether these vessels were corvettes or armed trass-
poits. The strength of the English squadron was this: it
consi«ted of a first -clus frigate, the Sybille, of 40 guns, the
Hornet, 17 guns, and the Bittern, 12 guns. It was under
theie circumstances that Captain Elliot declined to
engage the Russian?. He determined to send one of the
ships to fearch for the admiral, who was then 1,500 miles
off : and it did not appear fiat he even thought it necessary
to blockade the Russian ports. After losirg a week in this
way, he thought he would go and see what the Ruisiani
vessels were ; and he was surprised ta fi nd that the Russians
hi.d not thought it necessary to wait for the convenience of
himself or the admiral, but, as f oon as they saw the coa'-t
clear, they had (el sail for the mouth of the Amoor, where
they arrived in safe ty. That was the statement which had
been in circulation for some t'-mc,and be believed no attempt
had been made to contradict it. He I'hould be very happy
if the First Lord of the Admiralty could give a sa-
tisfactory contradiction to it. In the meantime, the
questions he wished to Bfk were—whether the Admiralty
bad received any communication from the officers
in command of this f quadron, and whether they
would lay them on the table of the house ? secondly.
whether the government were satisfied with the conduct cf
the offi cer*, or whether it W AS their intention to submit thai
conduct t a tbe;j ungm(nt of a c lurt-martial ? He moved that
the house of it? rising should adjourn till Monday next.

Sir C. WOOD said he certainly bad not seen the state-
ment to which the t on. gentleman referred, and he ciuld
not auite adrpt the principle laid down, that it was the duty
of the government to give a serious contradiction lo these
representations, which differed from the cornet one. Prr-
bably, the best cinrse would be to state that which he knew
to be the fact with refereccs to these transactions. There
could be no doubt that the admiral bad the usual order to
take, c pture, and destroy all the Russian vessels with which
he might fbll in. It was not true that the admiral had de-
volved the command of tie cquadron on a junior officer ; but
he did intrust a junior ofEc ir with tome shipi for the
purp S3 of enceavouring to inteic pt the escape
of certain Russian ships which were scppned \o
be s'. ekiog to eff ict their esc »p3 from Petropau-
lovsk'. Hfl was also dirtcted to cipture any Rut-
sians who might happen to be there. Of course there was
not the tiigiiKst reason to suppose that the •veiiels wcu'd be
at that particular »pot. The coast and navigation were

wholly unknown; no ucunte sarrey had been made of it,

and EO ac curate charts w.re in the possession of the cffio ers
th»re. He would ftote what the nature of the place was.
(Here the right ban, gentleman gave a deieript 'on, «hich
would be unintelligible without a map.) The only tirvey
existing at that time wa» that made by Admiral L» Ferouse,
ar,d from that it appeared not at •II improbable that there
was r.o pRBsage through the strait but for a boat. Captain

iElliot , having been sent there for the purpoic of cruising
in the upper water, went towards the upper end of the

Igulf . On reaching De Castries Bay, on the 20th of May,
ibe sent the Hornet in to recoBnorirc. Liter in the

- -  - •  •- - -- t.—.^ »i,a •Hfir.DV OCUk IUC *«u> uc» •u .- - -, _̂
day Captain Elliot himself went on board the Hor-
net, and completed the reconnaissance. They disco-
vered a la r.?e fled , which turned out to be the Aurora,
of 40 guns, a c-.rvette of 24 gunr, the Dwina, of 20 guns, and

the transports ; and beyond them were some still larger

vessels, bearing the rear-admiral's fl »g ; they could not

make out whether one was another corvette or a large tracs-H1U&C UU|, <T U«IU«.I uu~ , . _ . __ . . - .  .

p.-'rt-. There was also a uteairer, and a barge or schooner.
Shots were exchanged with one of the corvettes, which ft 11

short on both sidrr. The fir st question asked was, whether
the Admiralty was of opinion that Captdin Elliot did

wr 'ng in not attempting to enter fie harbour; and the
''pinion they bad formed was, that he was perfectly justified
in not attempting t-> enter it under those circumstance1). He
had two sailing vei-self, and it was a perfectly unknown
harbour. He had only one steamer, and it turned out that
if he h»d attempted the entrance, his object would not have
been gained, and it was almost certain that the ships
would have been lost in the attempt. They thought
t-iat Captain Elli'o1. was right in not attacking the
Russian forcts in De Castries BIT. It would have been >»
rath a'.tfmrt, anri , as it turned out, in all probability would
not have been successful. The next question was ai to the
blockade of the porti. What Captain Elliot did was to lay
offt Se loitthe whole of the next day, intending < o wait till
ihe Rus-'ians came out; but they remained very quietly
w ^th'n the port, RUirding every possible entrance t'l it.
C»i.ttin Elliot h«d taken the be>t mea»ure» to ensure his
ohj-it, namely, to prevent the escape of the Russian ve.'sels.
Hia account why he adopt d t iat course was ihi» :

I t  appeared to me highly probabi' that the Ru<Bian iquadron wou'd
immt-diaiely attempt to eacape to the eouiliward, out of the Gult of
Tartary. My object will now be to prevent their doin? PO, and I
shall take up such positions with the Pybille and the Hf -rnet as to
watch their movements should that be Ibeir intention. My opinion
is that if they move they will do si at once, and try to make thpir
escape through the Straits of Perouse. This strait being only 25
mi;es across, their squadron w less likely to escape ice there than it
would be by any cruising in the northern part of the Gulf of Tar-
tary , where there is a f;reater breadth to guard; the alternate strong
winda and thirk foga of tbCEe eeaB being much against Bucce&sfully
blockadini; or watching a port. The Gulfot Tartary is also eomewbat
contracted between Cnpe Laroanon and the I»le de la Pri ne. I thcre-
fore propose guarding that ch-ianel for a day or two, should the wea-
ther remain favourable for my doing BP, and then to cruise between
Cape Bomaruioffinlat. 45.25 N., Ion. 141.34 E., and the opposite ehore
of Cape Crillon.

That official report was confirmed by »cveral private
letters which Captain Elliot had written . What be really
wanted was steamers for the entrance ofti e harbour ; and
he took the wif en measure, that of sending a small vessel
down to the admiral, to obtain a supply of steamers for that
purpfsp. It  was thought dcfirable that the enemy should
not know in what direction ha had goae ; therefore he
sailed at night. He went down with the Bittern , in
order to nachlhe narrow part of the gulf. He washy no
means c'rt a'n ot there being any pissage whatever to the
nor th. In a privat e Utter he stated this a little more
clearly. He said :

With my two ships I could only at teal pt to stop Ihein going in what
thought the moat likely direction for them to take, as it Is imrOBBi-

ble to keep sight of a pibce in the thick fogs o? these sea?, and wish a
constant south wind a few hours'tog would be quite suffi cient for
them to run out of eight.

These wareCspt Elliot's reasons for the course he pursued .
It  was right t i f ay that , jud girg here, the Admiralty were
inclined to flink that he ought at leait tojh ave made the
attempt at the mouth of "De Castries Bay, and that
sufficient reason had not been given for omitting it.
Captain Elliot was a young'-, and enterprising officer ,
as was shown by his services in the Mediterranean. He did
not mean to say that there was not an error of judgment on
his part in adopting the course be did, but he was convinced
it was adopted from an honest and conscientious belief that
it was the one most calculated to ensure the capture of the
enemy's vessels. If they escaped to the south, they might
have infl icted serious injury on the trade of this country in
those parts, whereas, in Captain Elliot's opinion, there was
agreat possibility that they could notescrpa to the north at

all, and that, even if they did, they could be pursued and
captured when the reinforcements came up.

Mr. ELLIOT thought that the friends of Captain Elliot
hid rorae reason to complain of the mode in which this
question had been broueht before the house by the hon.
gentleman op;o -it". (Hear.) The hon. gent'eman made
two distinct accusations against Captain Elli ot: first , that
he committed an error; and secondly, that when he might
have gone to the north, he selected the south side, leaving
it to be inferred to,at, toy so doing, he -wished, to avoid.
the enemy. The latt was a charge which be hoped
could not apply to any British offic zr. (Hear, hear.) What
was Captain Elliot's position ? He went to an unsurveyed
coast, where he had exceedirgly bad weather with a lee
thire. He found the ecemy's vessels in a position cf diffi -
cult access, and fi tter consulting with ethers as to the pru-
dence of making au attack upon them in such a position,
he came to the conclusion that be ought not to do so. He
was not then aware that there was an open passaga to the
Amoor. He had no me ins of forming an opinion thit ar.y
such passage was in existence, and he came to the conclusion
that if the vessels came out they could only escape by the
south, After having sent information to the admiral, it was
said that he should have remained opposite the port. The
reason that he did not so remain was that it was impossible,
which was in itself a conclusive reasoo. Captein Elliot was
obliged to obey the fogs and the winds. If he had watched
opposite the port, he would have been blown to
the north by the winds, which in these parts
blew from the south, and the enemy's veesils might
take that o;portunity of escaping to 'he foutb, which," in
Cap'am Ellio'.'s opinion, waUhe only means of escape. He
therefore took up his position to the (outh, ai«d when he
afterwards returned to the bay in which he left the
enemy's vessels he found they were gone to the noit1?. His
plan, therefore, »o far answered, to; be cama to the roaclu-
fion that th» y were to be followed to the r.ortb. He then
went to the Bay ofTartary, and when he go I there he found
himself on a lea shore, with fogs so thick that he could tot
effect an effici ent survey, and w as ucable to discover the
enemy's vessels. After remaining for some time the admire
determined to nturn. Captain Elliot, under the circum-
stances, could not do better than he did. He could mt go
in to fight the enemy where they lay, he could not antici-
pate them where they lay, he therefore tried to anticiiate
them where he could. If he had been aware of the r.as'age
the Amoor he would have goae to the north, but not
being aw a'e of that he could do no more than he did.
Th»t was the whole history of the matter. If any motion
w ere made or any inquiry imtituted, he was sure Capias
Elliot's character would come-out, as it had always done,
as thst of a gallant officer . (Hear, hear.)

BUNHILL FIELDS BURIAL-GROUND.
Mr. MIALL wished to ask the Under-Secretary for the

Home Depaitment whether his attention had been called
to the fact that arrangements were being made, and notices
served, for the removal of (he remains ot pers ons buried in
the late Buahill- fields Burying ground, Church-street, Is-
lington, and for using the ground for building purposes, and
whetht r such p'oceedings were in accordance with law ?

Mr. MASSEY said that about two years ago an individual
made an attempt such as was alludei to in the question of
the hon. gentleman, but upon his beipg told on the part of
the government that he would subject himself to a prose-
cutii n, dcsis'ed. He under>t03d that about two days ago the
same individual served notices. He could only say thbt if
the facts turned out t ) be correct, the law would be put in
motion agaiaet him. (Hear, hear.)

ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSION.
Lord R. CECIL wished to ask whether her Majesty's

governmect proposed to actupon the intentions intimated on
the 18th July last year, by the Home Secretary, of insti-
tuting an inquiry into the working of t^e Eccle»iastical
Commisiion and the Church Estates Commission ?

Sir G. GREY said it was intended th»t the inquiry should
be conduct; d by a committee of the hou?e, which would
also inquire into other matters of a like natur.'. He should
in a few days give notice of the inquiry.

DOCKYARD PATRONAGE.
In reply to Lord HOTHAM,
Sir C. "WOOD said that he had no objection ti lay on (he

table a copy ot the order by which the patronage of all ap-
pointments was given to the admirali* and captiins' super-
intendents in their respective dockyards.

OUE, RELATIONS WITH AMERICA.
Mr. COBDEN laid he bad some time ago taken the

opportunity of asking tee neble lord at the head of the ,
government if be had any objection to lay on the table of ,
t *ie house the comspaHdeBce with respect to our relations ;
with America, and the answer he received was that the cor-
retpocdence eould sot be laid on the table, as it was incom-
plet ". He begged it 'o be distinctly understood that there
were t«o subjec t! of dispute at the present moment, involv-
ing grave congiderations, between this country and the
Unit-id States of America. One of these questions was with
regard to the Central American Convention of 1850. In |
the year 18o0 the English and American government! en-
t'red into a convection, certainly most binign in iti object
aid novel in it? character, for the purpose of guaranteeing a
ship canal to unite the two oceans at the Isthmus of Darien.
The convention began by expressing a hope and desire that
the convention might bare the effect, amonget other things,
of promoting peace and amity amongst the conti acting
pirties,and concord and civ ilisation throughout the whole ]
world. The guarantee wai also elastic in if opmiion, fir
the contracting parties contemplated the case ef the other
powers of the earth joining them in the guarantee. It was I
provided by the convention that ships passing the canal, or
within a certain distance of its entrance, should not be sub-
ict to captura or molestation. The object contemplated by
thst convention, therefore, was de»erving of univ«rsil ap-
probation and admiration. But, owing to an unfortunate
propensity of diplomstiits to involve thrir sentences in
phraseology unintelligible not only to otherc but to them. I
selves, this convention was the cause of a serious qua- rel be- |
tween this country and the United States. Hig hon. ]
friend the member for Dumfries (Mr. Ewart) proposed |
that there should be an examination of all person* 'entering
into the diplomatic fervice of the country. He would sug-
gest to his loo. frie ad that one of the qualificatiois to be
required of such perso ns should be that of being able to
write plain and intelligible English. (" Hear, teir," and
laughter.) In the i riieat cue this result was the core in


c omprehensible,ai the diplomatists of both the contracting
pirties wrote and spoke the rmo language. If one of to*
p»rtiea Bpoke German or French there might be «ome excuie
for net understanding each other. From 1850 down to
October last, this convention had been the subject of corre-
dpendence between the two governments. It WAB then laid
before the Senate of the United State*, oa the mot'on of
Mr. Clayton, the negotiator of the convention on tieir be-
half, which wa» a conclusive pi o if that the government of
the United State) considered the correspondence closed.
Mr. Bucba&an also stated to Lord Cl-recdon
that he considered the correspondence concluded,
and Lord Clarendon in bis reply admitted that it wa.».
When therefore the noble lord stated in reply to him (Mr,
Cobdea) that be could not produce the correspondence
because it was not complete, he must hare made that state-
ment in uncoascious error. The correspondence was in fitt
in his hand at that moment, huving been published is. this
country in the ibape of a pamphlet, price Is. And although
it was discussed by the press and people of this country,
and made the subject of conversation in society, he waa not
able to quote it or found any motion upon it in that hou- c,
because for tb&t purpose it was necessary to have the docu-
ments offici ally from their own governn?eat. Sorely the
House cf Commons ought sot to be the only body remsiia-
ing unacquainted with these documents. He hoped there-
foiethat there would be no further objection to furnish
them to the house, or, if there "a", teat it would be
on some other ground than that given the other
night. He also hoped that t*ia noble lord in
h's reply would keep h's answer t ) this question d''st'cct
from the next, w h'ch relat ed to the enlist-nmt of troops in
t'.e United Stites for dis oui-try. It app-ared that they
sent missionaries to th-; Un;t --d Stites for th s pu> po<e ; and
in the first p'> c ; he should like ti krow who were the ws »
men in ctuiicil who sent t ) the United Stat"s for thr pJi-
p3se of getting men th-re to fig ht toe bstt'u s of tb s e ui.t'y
with Rusiia. The stream of human libour had been fiow -
icg fer years at the rate if hundredsof thousinds pervear
from e«st to west, b( carse it yfiered superior opportunities of
bettering their fortune s, and it seemed to himjust as feasible
to roll back tie set s n s, or reverse the caurse of rivers, as 11
send ti the United St t-r. where 4s. wo.« the ordinary wages
of libour, for men to fig ht t .̂e bat'.les of t u's caul try for "Is
aday in sime rencot; sod ob'cure bord' r of fie Bicck. Sea.

This was so abfurd and 'o ili.'h a pioj-ic t t'at he should like
ti know who was responsible for iti suggef t o i. There
was no correspondence published oa this subj-ilt elf.er in
this country or in theUn ted St .tea . BBtcomn- oa rumour,
and Lo:d Clarendon, in ar.o.her place, said that on r'.-mo--
etrance being made oo tais subje' t by the Unit id ?t t-ss,
we admitted oar en or, countermanded our order?, and
withdrew our recruiting st iff fioaa t'ie Ui-itad Stites,
and even from Canada. He undento id that our
amende was most honourable end ample, and was
considered Sl.t^ftKtory by the Unit -d ?t -it°s. But,
aft'r it was 'made, otb^r traisut 'OtS, he was informed,
had o;curred which had rec paned the wi- ole qaert'oa, and
induced 'ha Uoit.d Stat s to retract h- r acc(p;ance of ttie
fir st apo'ogy. Upon this subjec t he only wished 'o say, tt at
the government hiving oace adm.tt-d its error, it seemed to
him of li ttle consequence whether ih°.y m»de conc(s<ioi or
reparation in one form or another. Wh 'n you trod on
aBOther'a corn, it did not mak^ such ditference whether
you said " 1 beg yoar pari'.o'i," or " I beg ten thou-
sand pardons." It was cot of such importance that
any sensible man would go to fi sticuffs oa it. As the
povernment were wrong by their own admus''oa, and a; tne
House of Commons stood reppo;i»ible ia tho name of t^e
country for the a cti of the p overnment , he fought it would
be well to have the real facts and state of the quest on laid
before them. The difpute was likely to have assumed much
of a personal charact er, to have been embittered and (•H-
venomed in the course of the cwespondence. Thht being
( 0, if the quett'on was taken oaf of the hands of the
Foreign-office and brought under the discussion of the
house and the country, he believed it would be found that it
was the wish oT the house and the country that t ois dispute
should not be allowed to go on. There was some t ^ lk of ar-
bitration with respect t > the fl ist question , and, in
regard to this question also, why should not the same
course be taken ? As in the case of a private quarrel, where
the seconda arranged the terms of the apology, why not
nations ulso refer their disputes t) the arbitration of other
states ? The party who ommitted the wrong should net be
the pirty to mete out the measure of atonement. He UB-
derscood there was some apprehension that the next mail
would bring an sccount that Mr. Cramp'oa had nciived
his passport, and was on his way home. Ho believed that
by discussion in that hous; and in the country
some means would be found of escaping from
the diffic ulty and adjust'ng the quanel. On the
other band, nothing ciuld be gained by wrapping it
up and keeping it shrouded in the secr e»y of the r'oreign-
oliic s. In the moral, es well as in the physi'c»l world, there
was danger where there was darkness. The danger in
resp'ct to th-'s enlistment question was imminent ; and,
therefore, lie -wanted to know from the noble lotd whether
he would lay the pap 'rs respecting it beiore the hou.'e. It
was only last night mat the noble lord refused to ley certain
corro'pondecce, in regard to Prussia, before the house,
because ever ything had been brought to a close.
If the noble lord oiuld refuse corresponderca because it was
not ciicplete, and a'.so correfp 3nderca which had brought
everything to a close, he wasia vested with practical irrespons''-
bility, and neither the house nor the country had any hold
on the executive government. This question would be
much safer in the hands of the house than in the hands of
eith r the government or ihe press of the country. If ihere
was a war wi h the United States, it would be provoked by
secret diplomacy or by the press, not by the people of thi»
country, whi would ijot willingly enter into a war with the
United States. (Hear, hear.) The Times told tha people
of lhi< country thit they were ready to go to war
with the United States without being obliged 10
relax our gripe on tha throit of Russia. Similar
language 'was used in the Horning Post ; and
these two papers were supposed to represent the
opinions of the present government. He had seen the
papi rs of the United State", and be had not rzad in them
any such language as was used by the Times and Morning
Post. The journals cf England gent raltv, however, bed
not adopted that hostile tone towards the United States. It
was only natural ihit the pe ople of that oun- ry should
assume that the journals of this country which represented
the government rej. resented also, ;o some extent, the
opinions of the people. What he desired was, that the
House of Commons should also repreaent tne feelings of the
people of the country on this foreign question, as they r.-
lresented them 0:1 domestic questions. He ciuld not c 'n-
ceive any gre&t f i' Cilaanity than a collision between this
country and the United States. It would be most hcrr'ble,
and inhuman, and dmasti- ms even, to whichever w .s the
victor. On the part  of this country it would be like the
destruci ion of one's own offspring ; on the p irt  of the
United Stites it would be p arricidal. He hfped. the House
of Commons would require to kno w  what the two countries
were quarrelling about, and show to the counlry that they
were p"p 'red to deal with the question in the pn per
manner when it was brought before them. (Hear.)

Lord PALMEBSTON— I shall observe in my r' p'y to
the hoc. gentleman that ditt̂ nction in the two questions
which he has desired. And fir st, with regard to the Central
American question, he is correct in saying that the treaty of
1850 was honourable to both the parties to it, having for its
object and end the improvement of commerce and the ex-
tension of civili-ation in every part of the world. It is well
known that the greatest interest was excited by the ques-
tion of astrpcanal to unite the Atlantic and Pacific Oce ins,
hut jealousies grew up between England and the United
SUtes with regard to it, es c'i Bcppising that the other bad
tome exclusive object in view, and wished to establish itself
at one or other end of the canal to be made. The object of
the treaty corc'.uded was t > remove all possible cause cf
jealousy on that point, ml its provisions were, it was
thought, cilculated to accomplith that end. The project of a
cinal was, I believe, liable to physical difficu lties, which there
was mi: c^ chance of overcoming, so that, prectically, f hat
part of the question is not immediately involved in the pre-
sent di'pate. But there was in th»t treaty als-> a purpose
of obviating the jealousy which the two countries entertained
with regard to the viewa ol each other in Central
Americi. The further purpo-'e of the treaty, therefore, was
that each c-iuntry should disclaim any intention of domina-
tion or gaining posseifions in that part of the world. An
exc( ption was made with regard to certain alli es, which were

- . . . .  ';• - - —i- .-i. -_.--».J r-_ - i»_ »«.-^.underour protection by treaties which existed fora loagtimr.
Ido cot think, myself, that tbc treaty is liable to the criti-

cisms which the bon. gentleman cast »p)n it ; for I confers
it teems to me that the meaning and the words oftre treaty
are perfectly plain and obvious, and I cacnot see how any
other construction can be put on it thin that which we gave
it. It ii iirnipective, and cot merely retrospective in its
operation. It seems, however, that the government
of the United States endeavoured to establish a dif-
ferent construction. And a correspondence between
the two gorernmcnti ensued on the subje ct. We
contended for our interp retation, and the Ameri-
can iroverament, or at least their minister here, contended
for a different one. We ttited that though we were con-
vinced our interpretst'.on was just, we were perfectly rea ŷ
to submit the que&t'on to the arbitration of a third party.
(Hear, hear.) To that offer we have not been able to ob-
tain any answer, and so the matter rests I did say, in answer
to the bon. gentleman, I did not consider the correspondence
closed, and therefore could not lay it on the table; hut, on
referring again ti the state of the correspondence, I think ,
though not formally closed, it is sufficiently 10 to enable
us to lay it before the house, and I am therafcra quite
willing to give it. (Hesr,hesr.) The other question arose
out of the foreign enlistment ac'. It is true that when that,
act passed, authorising the government to enlist foreigners,'
it was represented to her Majesty 's government that there
were is.the United States a number ef men who might be
willing to enlist in the military service of tbig country.
The honourable gentleman conceived it to be morally
and politically absurd to suppose that the tide of
emigntioa, which had been flowing from east to
west, could be turned back and made to flow from west to
east. But if be inquired I should think he must kno i that
in point of fact that ebb of tide has already begun—(hear,
hear)— and that with regard t» Ireland there is haroly a
month or a week pus s that a certain number of persms
who emigrated from that country to the United States are
not returniag, either having amassed what they c on-
sider a ompetency, or bc ciuse they have been dis-
appointed in the expectations which they formed
when they left home. Already therefore individuals
are c onstantly returning from Americ a to these ishnds.
It was not for us to judge beforehand whether any number
ot Germans would be willing to come. Orders were gsvtn
to < st»blish rec'ui irg depots within our own provicc s,
with inttructiots that if any persons presented themeelves
and were willing to ecgag", they should be enlist'd and
enrolled. Very strick iojunctiocs were given that noihirg
•aould be done by any of she persons employed fc r thig
parpise that would at a'l confTct with the laws and mun'-
cipal regulations of the United Stit<s, and the mott sp c;fic
orders were gnea to prevent any infraction cf thou kw.

A certain number of pern n« came forward, amongst them
hsing teveral hundred Germana ; they weie itnt to
Halitai to be enrolled, and Rome of them are now
in this country. However, sir, her Majesty '• giverc-
ment very •oon found that it would be exc.'»;dicg'>y
diffic ult, in cirrvicgon &n op -ration of this sort, entirely tc
avoid everything which minnt give the American govern-
ment cause of complaint, and a* we were most de?iroui
nothing should be <'ooe which might give umbrage to the
United Stites, orders were i'tued to discontinue entirely all
guch proceedings. (Cheers.) Very soon after that az
official represeataiiaB wa» made by the goveroment of »h(
United States, complaining of  the proceedings w hich had
been begun; our answer wa?, "Anticipating that th<
United States might take umbrage at the proceedings
which hsd been crmmeaced, her Majesty's gDvernnent
have, of their own accord, ulrecdy totally diacOLt nued, and
given orden to cease, all such proceed ing« ;" at the same
time we expressed our regret if anything should have bar-
pened(whichw< did not think was tr e case,and if so,i t w a« ec. •
tirfly contrary to our ini'tructiont) which coul'l be considered
to be a violation of the law—if any suc'i thing had happened
we fxceedirgly regretted it, and we bad, of oar own accord,
stopped all tie proc e^irgs c .'mtltined o'. (Cbeerii.) The
hoa. gentleman, sir, has said that pro ceeding* between go-
vernments should be regulated by the rules wisc'i reguht i
the conduce c f  gentlemen toward'* each other. I will a-k

him, whither bt tween one gen'leman and aaotber Rny-
thine c >uld he mo'e »atisfsc ory ? (Lo-id cheers.) What

could be more Btt sft ct ^ry  Man thai one should say ti tie

other, " As soon as ever I saw tiat vhot my »ena- t was

doing might give you cau»e of  co -nplaint, I slipped hi« pio-
c zedingi; but if anything h»r ocuu'red of which you c »a

-mplain I am very K»rry loi- ii "? (Caeers.) I must giiy, ti',
that when this onamunica ^ oa was made to the Amer c m

minister here, he expressed tiimself 'atisfied in fie matter

— (cheers)—and raid he fe!t confi dent bu government

would be tqua'ly satisfied . For tooa tim" we heard

nothipg more'; but at leng'h the question was renewed,
compl-tiDti again made, and a fresh orres^ondecc-' opened.
Three days before parliament m-'t I thought I should be
able t o lay the whole correspondence on the table ; there
was nothing w c wMwMlto c i t c <al,on the tintrary, we
wire moRt bnxious to make it pub; c ; but the very day be-
fore parliament met th° Am r;c >n minister presented to my
nobly friend, Lori Clarendon, a furtrer deepaica, ex ceed-
ingiv volumimus, going into a long r< cital of ihe circum-
stai ces alleged to have taken pluce. My noble friend tcit
it was impossible to answer that desp .tch ai became the
respec'. wbi'c'i be ought to sh< w to the Ameii san government,
and with due regard to the ••'larecter of the Britn'h govern-
ment, without referring to our minister at Washington tor
areport en the great variety of minute details as to which

the information in posses'i-Jo of the Foreign-offic 3 did not
enable him to give a proper aiswer. The matter i? nsw in this
position. If the correspondence he now pioiuced, it will
er.d with a long pap-.r from the United Siatis government,
to which no answer could at present be given, biciuse the
materials for it hive not yet been received. On this ground
Ithink, on the oae hanc, it would n:t be f*ir to the

American g ivernment to give the corro'p )ndence omitting
this last paper, w.ich seems to them of great imp'r;ance (of
course they wouH not ot herwise have sent ii); but oa the
other hand.it would not be fair to the British government t >
give that statement without giving the answer. (Hear ) I
hope, however, that no loog period wll elapse betore
wa are able to c'csi  the co're- pmdeDce, and I can
asiure the honourable gect.eman and the house that
we are most anxious and moat ready to iay the whole
matter on the table for their consideri- tion. (Loud cheers.)
Iquit e agree with the hor curable gentleman that this

is a matter of the utmost importance in its bearings on (he
interest of the iwo countries, and I quite concur with him
that thero could hirdly be any conflic t between two rations
that would be more caliiini'.oJs to both. (Hear, hear.) We
should suffer a great deal ourselves, and those with whom
we have dealings on the other side if (he Atlantic would
suffer quite as much. There could be no confl ict between
two nations more calamitous than one between this country
and the United States. It w oald be painful to think th&t
in these days two natiom, bound together by so many tit?,
having a common origin, a common interest, and a commu-
nity of everything, should go to war without some real and
unavoidable cause, and I cannot think in this case there i"
such a real and unavoidable cause. If the same spirit of
firmness and conciliation be exhibited by both governments,
Idoubt not some adjus ment will be found compatible with

the honour and feelings of the two countries. 1 ca'i assure
the house, air, that nothing will be wanting on the part of
her Majesty's government consistent wild a due regard to
the honour and character of tbb country—(chee rs— but
nobody, I am sure, sir, could wish that we should ever for a
moment lose sight of this. Nothing that one gentleman
could do towards another shall be omitted on our part for
the purpose of avoiding a collision that wouU be a reproach
to both countries. (Cheers.) I can only say, sir, th it occ
portion of this correspondence shall be laid on the table a»,
once ; and. when. fie other is brought to a tercainatioB,
which I trust will not be long delayed, •we thaU be per-
fectly ready to lay it before you. (Loud cheers.)

Sir DE LACY EVANS h >d heard the expl .nation of the
noble lord with great satisfaction; but he quite agreed with
the hon. member for the West Ridii g as to the impolicy of
attempting enlistment in the United States. With regard
to our quarrel with that government, he considered the
extravagant apprehensions of war entertained by the peace
party were very ill judged, and might prompt panics in
that country to demand' terms and conditions they would
o'.herwise never have thought of. It was consummate folly
to attempt recruiting in the United States when t<»o regi-
ments of 1,000 strong each might lave been raised in
Canada. (Hiar, hoar.) An off r to that eflc st was made
by gentlemen of high position in ihe colony ; it was accepted,
but the red tapeism of the Horse Guards interfered, and
nothing was done; and thereby an opportunity was lost of
still further identilying the sympathies of Canada with this
country.

The subject then dropped, and the motion for the adjourn-
ment was agreed to.

ORDNANCE ESTIMATES.
Mr. MONSELL brought up the ordnance estimates,

which were laid on the table.
METROPOLITAN POLICE BILL.

On the motion of Sir G. GREY this bill was read a third
time.

Sir J . SHELLEY observed that the bill authorised one
commissioner to sign all order* for ( be guidance of the po-
lico force. He understood that thof-e instructions were alwayi
submitted to the Secretary of St tte, and thought it would
be desirable if bis approbation was stated on the face of
them.

Sir G. GREY saul, on all occaiions of importance these
instructions were bubmitted to the Becreiary of Slate, but
they were signed by the commissioners of police in their
(apacity of magistra'.es, and not a' commiasionere.

The bill then passed.
PARTNERSHIP AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. LOWE moved the second naling of this bill.
Mr. SPOONER could lot a'.low the bill to be read a

second time without c<llicg the attention of the home to
th« consequences which mmtenoue if it passed ia its present
shape. The right hon. gentleman had introduced it with
avery plausible statement. He asked, was it fair or was

it reasonable that a person who lent money to a
concern, who was not known to the world, to
whom credit was not given, should lose all the
capital he had embarkfd if iha concern turned out
unfavourable ? The bill, however, went a great
deal farther. Under it a man might advance capita]
to a penon ia t rade, and enable him thereby to obtain cre-'• • • » <•. ,. . - 1. _ ^>. _ i .1 .
dit to a large amount. If after a time he found the
ccncera unprofitable he might withdraw his capital, but
the trader would still enjoy the credit be bad obtained by
the use of it. Was it fair, in such a cise, to allow the party
who had advanced the money to escape all liability ? To
make the law at all equitable, it should provide tnat ,in
cese a partnership became insolvent, the ileeping p&rin er
should be liable to the amount of capital he had with
drawn, and also any piofit he had received. He
wmid not oppose the present motion, but unlesi such a
clause was insertedin committee he would divide the house
against the progress of the bill. He regretted that the right
hon. gentleman bad not further postponed tue second read-
ing ; the result would be anither dL cussion on a futare
stage of it.

Mr. WATSON was entirely favourable ti the principle of
the bill , but he thought it required to be amended so as to
define accurately what was meant by a sleeping partner. A
sleeping partner o«gbt not to interfere in any way in the
control of the concero. There was another part of the bill
which he coniidered would prove highly beneficial, that
which allowed a clerk or servant to be paid by a share of the
profit t._ (Hear, hear.) Since the decision of Lord Eldon
in " Waugh T. Carver," it was held that In such
c»o the clerk wa» « partner. The case ia the
law would have & moit beneficial effect, as a clerk
when paid by & share of profit would be stimu-
lated to increased exertion for the interest cf his employer.
When the bill went inio committee he would give every
assistance in hia power to reader it ai perfect as possible.

Mr. MUNTZ bad already expreired hi? opinion that the
bill was & great deration, but he had LO objection to let the
ministry ride their hobby as loog as they liked, provided
they rode it in public. He looked oa the bill from a com-
mercial point of view. Suppose the case of a trader who
was known to carry on his business ia a discreditable way,
and conseq neatly unable s o obtain credit; if he could get
athird party under this new law to advance him money he

might intioduce it into his busiaegs, and he would soon
obtain credit, as parties would suppose that he was acquir-
ing capital by the profits ; but if the profits were not
great the sleeping partner might withdraw his capital, and
ihose who had given the trader credit would find out their
error t o their loss and to the detriment of the public. If
they wished to adopt the American law, let them adopt it
entire ly. By it a sleeping partner was obliged to give
public notice of the amount he advanced, and of his with-
drawsl when it took place.

Mr. CAIRNS did not rise to oppose the bill , but only to
Bay a few words in judification of the coane he
and lome others bad taken la«t session. When the
last Paitnenhip Amendment Bill had been intro-
duced he considered it too cumbrous to work, and proposed
to introduce three short and simple clauses; he found that
the present bill of the right toa. gentleman consisted
•imply and entirely of these three cl»u«es. (" Hear,
bear," and laughter.) The only difference was the inier-
lion of the words " not being a l-anker." He merely staged
this bec ause when he proposed the clauses la^t year he wa'
eccuaed of offering a factious opposition to the bilL (Hear,
hear.) With regard to the Limited Liability Bill of last
seision, he and some friends of his proposed a seriesof amend-
ments, every one «f which was opposed by the government,
and rejected on a division. Among these amendments
were, that there should be no limit to the amount of shares;
that any putaership ooniistinir of more than six should be
ent-'tled to the advantages of the act. These provision* were
adopted in the government Joint Stick Compuiv Bill of
this HHioa. (Hear,hw.)

Mr.MOFFATT believed that great ao »d would ..• "
from thi» bill . The whole commercial fabric of the count**was bMed on a »ystem of credit, and the iro'e capiui "r̂
introduced, the better for the country. All the y ~
branches of commerce were carried 01 by credit. ScJe*T
»n article wa» imported but on Hio t o six irontht' cred't^lha raw miterial wa< gupplied to  tin manufacturer oa crtdit'&nd 10 on down to  the retailer. A» to  the fir tt elm
opinion was divided, but he believed it wai MBtrtn'
favourable to the clause is it 

•
fod. He beiievod th<t nt \national bantfit weuld result from thi* bill . As r etri ^

the second clau'e, in bis opinion, a m"re b»nefi snl M
could not have been introduced. The coun'rJ WM'iitt 1̂
unanimonsiT in it» fivour . w'unanimously in its fivour. ' -—"•i

Mr. T. BARING thought the house woull find it»»lfmistaken if it »uppoMd that the commercial coBannii,
wrra unnnimcus in f»v?cr of <hi bill. Whetht r f r sy^
or evil, t'-ie bill would introduce a greatchscge in tin ro ~
mercial habits and ussgoi of this coun'ry ; und hecoBfec*^
that be did not see any nerc'&ity for chance ai Metri»S
phrtaenhips f 'r private business. V s r ^u? countries h.S
been referred to a» having fcdopt cd the i rncipip of th-
bil'. If they wanted to scleit » cour,'r; us a re oiel of
commercial n?a?e» and laws, to what country  would th(»
turn it not to that which had the most exttnded
commt rcc, wirch employed the gr-'ate't amount of fapiiil
and exhibited the Krebt - f t amoui- t ot'enu-ri'»i»e ? (He»M
Where wa« the pnx f that the preti'nt system o f i a.inershin
had lailed t i develop the resources of th » » )ur.fy ? aS
arimitted that the rricedenisofoih'r countries might Ten
fairly be cited in such case s ; hut there wa» not a »in^
country in the world w hich had a law like that niwproDô
to be enacted. This was an experiment entinlv without
the ie»t of experience. Two classes o' the bi'l, sbort Mthev
were, introduced a great mass of novel principle and of ex.
perimental craige. The present bill was very diff erent iron
that of last session. The bill ot last year provided that thers
should be publicity, that there sbinid be registration, th»t
ih°re sr.oald be means of as:cit lining the amoant ol
capital. tb»t in case of failure i o p ir'ion of the c»pit»l
should be p"»id to the leud< r 'iill the oilier creditors hsdbttn
sati-fifd , and, morsover, »lnt any p-.ymect which wi? B»d»
t-> th' lender within three months bdcr; the date of failnrt
shouH be returned for the benefi t m the othfr creditor^
Such provwons were wanting in th° present bill. A» t0
the lender, there wag nothing t ) prevent him, »((» h»
had started a man in business and CHab'cd him to gain credit
frpm wit hdrawing hiBcapi'al without any publicity. Wn
that a itate of things under Which commerce n;» likely
to prosper ? Why such a law would give freedom, not ta
tr»dp, but to fraud. (Hear, hear .) I t  might obvintfl •
variity f f  legal difficultie s, but it would cause tr»»t
imceur ity in commerc3, and wJuld atlect the corn.
mM-cial reputation of the kingdom. What give confi.
dence at present was the knowledge that the mm who wy
ergagoi risked everything in it— his capital , hi» re«onrct»
and his reputa t ion ; but under this bill a man's risk weald
be limited, and when he was called upon to pay & debt he
could reply " I won't do (o, for I only engaged for so much."
The hill treated trade as a game, in which a man staked »
certain amount, and no more. As regarded the protit»bl(
employment of capital, ho did not think any one could point
to sny quar ter of the country, or the  worl .1, in which there
was a fair chance of making profit to which cupital did. not
flow. Such a measure as this might do v<- ry well for «
country like the United States, where there was eoterpriu
willnut capital, or for a country like France, where th«ri
was c»pital without enterprise ; but this country hadu
much capital as was required for trade, and more ontcrprm
than was at all times desirable, its enterprise sometimes r«.
quir:ng rather to be checked than encouraged. He objected
to thii bill, because it had no  experience or authority in iti
favour. If the house was determined to establish private
partner ships with limited liability— he s»- id nothing about
companies—thil was not a safe mode of doing it ; on the
contrary, it was a mode which would admit of every kind of
fraud being practised ; it was one which, if it had any effect
at all, would make the man who managed the buainen «
man who did not care about losing the capital. (Hear.)

Sir W. CLAY believed that the reason why the bill wu
not opposed on the second reading was, that it was knowl
by tho? e who disapproved of il thi.t the feeling of the
country '• ai in favour of it. The argumcLt of the hon.
member for Huntingdon (Mr.T. Baring), that the principle
of this bill could not be a good one because England, the
greatest commercial country in the world, had not adopted
ir, would have been an equally good argument formerly in
favour of retainicg the corn law», or continuing the mono-
poly of the East India Company. These were hitherto clung

to with tenacity, on principles which were now univenally

admitted to be unsound. The country had hi en gradually

getting rid of monopolies and restri ct ons ; and nothing wu
more clear than that the best general rule wit^ regard
to commercial transactions betwc'n individuals wu,

that the Etfcta should not interfere except for some proved

necessity. (H'ar, hear.) The hon. gentleman alkei
whether there was any want of capital in this country. In
one sense there was not. Theie were many great capitalitti
wh i were always reany to employ capital w hyrevsr U coul&
be employed profitably. But what was the care with re-
gard ti 'lie middle and working classeg ? (Hear ) He be-
liev< d lhat there were a great many trades w hose develop-
ment was Tory important 10 those classes, which would re-
ceive a great impetus from the passing of this bill ; and hs
saw no reason why that numerous class of pcrsoni, who
had only a small capital, should be deprived of the
opportunity of employing it at a profit. The ho.
roarat le gentleman bad tpokcn of facilities for fraud.
Were there no facilities for fraud at present ' (Hear, hear.)
Had not ihe world be»n startled by astounding ditclosures
of frauds practised under the law as it exi< ted ? (Hear,
hear.) As regarded credit, he hplicved the hill wnuUhaTS
avery useful effect ; it would dimiiii-h fake and spuriou

credit ; it would f'JStir sound end wholesome credit. He
could not allow the hill to pass t hs cccond reading without
contributing his humble tribute of admiration t ') the govern-
ment,and especially to the right hon . gen tleman (Mr. Loire),
for having introduced such a measure—a measure which, in
his opinion, wax based on sound econ'-mic principle!, and
would piove exceedingly useful to the great bulk of the
community. (Hear, hear )

Mr. ARCHIBALD HASTIE hoped that after the very
clear and able description of this bill by his hoi. friend on
his right (Mr. T. Barinp ), the President of the Board ot
Trade would see the necefinity of pos t poning the eeconi
reading. If it  were true, as hid been stated, that there wu
astrong pull'c feeling in favour of the bill , its postpont-

meut would enable the right hon. gentleman to carry it
hereafter with greater eclat. IB proposing such a change u
this, the right bon gentleman ought to havc rh'iwn that
there was at present a deficiency of capital ; and even if
it were necessary to int roduce additional capital , the povert"
ment should have adopted apian by which fraud s would not
be encouraged . As to the "dormant  partner " mentioned
in the bill, what was there to prevent him from retiring
at any time, without any one knowing that he wu
gone, and leaving the creditors to deal with
men of straw ? The bill no doubt emanated frou
lawyer?, who knew nothing of commerce but whit
api cired in the courts. It was said by some of its advocates
that credit was at pretent too cheap, and t h t if it were di-
minished 10 much the hatter. He was of a different opinion.
It wa< by means of credit that this country bad been able to
pi o -luce to such an unparalleled extent, and it was unii-
mile-i liability which cinsed people ia all per ts o f t h e  worii
to plaae so much confidence in our merchants . This bill
would go far to destroy that confidence ; for no one would
know in fu ture, whether those whom In dealt with pro-
ceeded under limited or under unlimited liability. For the
last 20 years the Board of Trade, from which this bill ema-
nated, had, with one or two exceptions, been formed of men
who were totally ignorant of commerc0, briefless lawyeri,
or at all ex eats men whose antecedents wero t ut such as to
ensure their t-oaiiessing commercial ki owledge. It was inch
men who had prod uced a bill which would have the effect
of destroying credit and giving parties opportunities of de-
rrauding the public by schemes which could never It
brought to perfection. He hoped the right hon. gentleiciB
would consent to postpone the second reading.

Mr. BIGGS laid, as one who was connected with th*
manufacturing districti, he could deciare that there wu »
universal feeling in favour of the bill. (Hear, hear.) H»
himself accepted it as the first stage in the amelioration
of the law of partnership. He had beard of wsf
in»tanceg of the mOtt painful kind in which ffl ttt
who had retired from business in the hope of ipending
the remainder of their days in ease had, through adnncing
money to young men from motives of benovelence, beta
led to* hopeless penury and want. Such thingi were cruel
and unnecessary; and this bill would remove that BTU.
The other day he was reading that at St. E'. ienne, a town
in the south of France which was devoted to the ribbo»
manufacture, one-half the present manufacturer! bal ri ltfl
to that position through availing themsel»co of die «t»te ol
the ^ artnership liw in that country He had «een many
young men in England emigrating, and thin lest to the
country, who would have remained here ha! facilities been
afforded to them for the development of their t»knte. H»
believed that by getting this bill paiied, the right bon. gtn-
ilemaa WJuld do more to benefit society than bad been done
by almoit any measure which h&d been pssted during tho
last fifty yeirs.

Mr. G. G. GLYN said, though he was tot in favour of
the bill, he must confess that he could not i>ee the (li«hte»t
ground for requesting the governmect 'o postpone the »e-
cond reading. Indeed, he was not sura that, with tom»
mo-lificition of ita dames, the bill was not on the whole the
best settlement of the question at w hich the honiew"
likely to arrive. It wai almoit impossible that any BUI
who hid been mixed up with the commeicial affain ef tlu*
country should not have perceived that a very grw
change in the working of the law of uartneriup
1- ad arif on from the recent alteration in the ufinry
law s, and thit it was necessary to co (omethag
ti meet tho case of pertons w ho lent nioaey »t •
usurious ra'.e of iiitemt , and afterwards cime in u CM-
dito/t. He had not heard any re ason asiigned for IM
omission o( tboie elanses in the bill of last (ewion which
provided for publicity and registration, and preclii ed the
sudden withdrawal of capital, and be wa » afraid that, with-
out them, thia bill would open the doir to all gortg offrM"'
Let the house do what they could to leave uoitn[ai«d the
general credit of the country. If hoc. gentle men only "ore
in mind how large a portion of the commercial trinscuoM
of this country took place, not on book credit merely, tw
on bill credit, the bills pauing from b»nd to hind and tM
endorfemecti upon them being suppoaed to repreitnt cW"'»
they mu»t perceive that if capital might be ••""'y—..  , • _ _...i_ ,„ imnair thtlthey mu»t perceive IBBI n capum m.g,"- — . , ,
withdrawn, the tffcct would be greatly to impair ln"
species of credit. He was glad tb»t the ri(? ht hoc. gintK-
mm had BO*, proposed to adept the law uf commandite,
being convinced that it would not bav» been found con*0"
aant with the feelinga of the people. . ,

Mr. MALIN8 wa» strongly in fMourof the pr
-n"?'*'0"

admitted that a few lifeguards should be provided in com-
mittee. (Hear, hear.) . .,

Mr. CARDWELL wai extremely glad th». tW

was f be no .'opposition t9 the icMnd Tetl'ulg.aB
^he bill , and •ntirely concurred in the own***011


